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Photo  by  Greg  Roden 


This  giant  dog  on  a bicycle  at  June’s  Animat  Wingding  was  voted  “Best  Giant  Dog  on  a Bicycle"  in  our  latest  readers'  poll 


City  College  move  to  Mission  Street 
raises  many  unanswered  questions 

Details  on  the  $33  million  project  are  still  few  and  far  between 


woa”  But  rwt  without  conditions.  The 
Chancellor  acknowledged  that  as  a result 
of  a deal  worked  out  with  the  city’s 
Landmarks  Board,  “We  will  make  every 
effort  to  preserve  the  marquee  but  we 
made  no  promises  about  the  inside  of  the 
theater.” 


The  chancellor  also  dismissed  a sug> 
gestion  that  the  B^iew  Bank  Building  at 
22nd  and  Mission  was  a preferable  loca- 
tion for  the  new  campus.  “There  is  not 
even  a remote  possibility  that  there  is 
another  piece  of  land  or  space...  to  accom- 
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Developers  try  to  dodge  day  care 


by  Victor  Miller 

Plans  are  going  forward  to  build  a 
new  Mission  Campus  for  the  City 
College  of  San  Francisco  on 
Mission  Street  between  21st  and  22nd  (the 
site  currently  occupied  by  Value  Giant  and 
the  New  Mission  Theater  which  are 
plarmed  to  be  demolished).  What  the  new 
campus  will  look  like  is  still  anybody’s 
guess.  The  only  certainty  is  the  historic 
marquee  of  the  New  Mission  Theater  will 
remain  intact  even  if  the  theater  itself  does 
not  The  curriculum  at  the  new  facility  will 
be  upgraded  to  for-credit  courses.  This  is 
intended  to  integrate  the  Mission  facility 
into  the  four-year  college  system  as  well  as 
better  prepare  local  residents  for  a chang- 
ing job  market  Almost  no  for-credit 
courses  are  offered  at  City  College’s  cur- 
rent Mission  location  at  Bartlett  and  22nd 
St.  or  any  of  its  seven  satellite  sites  scat- 
tered throughout  the  neighborhood. 

At  a June  15  meeting  of  the  Mission 
Merchants  Association,  Dr.  Phillip  Day, 
Chancellor  of  City  College  of  San 
Frarunsco,  talked  about  the  difficulties  of 
creating  the  new  campus.  Day  said  when 
he  took  on  the  duties  of  chancellor  last 


September  he  was  “sliell-shocked”  to  leam 
that  the  State  Board  of  Governors  of 
Community  Colleges  had  recommended 
no  new  fiirKling  for  construction  in  San 
Francisco.  He  said  this  was  due  to  an 
administrative  technicality;  escrow  had 
not  closed  on  the  New  MissionA^alue 
Giant  property  until  July  17,  1998  but  City 
College  needed  to  be  the  owner  of  record 
by  July  1,  1998  to  be  included  in  the  next 
budget  cycle.  To  remedy  this  problem. 

Day  enlisted  the  poUtical  muscle  of. 
Assemblywoman  Carole  Migden, 
Assemblyman  Kevin  Shelley  and  State 
Senator  John  Burton  They  were  success- 
ful in  securing  a preliminary  $1.1  million 
planning  grant  on  what  will  eventually  be 
a $33  million  dollar  construction  project. 
The  Chancellor  said  the  new  campus 
would  include  95,000  to  115,00  square 
feet  with  a total  enrollment  as  high  as 
3,000  students,  almost  triple  the  1,100  stu- 
dents now  at  the  Mission  campus.  These 
numbers  have  raised  concerns  about  park- 
ing from  merchants  and  residents. 

Dzy  declined  to  comment  on  a lawsuit 
by  property  owner  Debbie  Cort  that  sought 
to  prevent  the  demolition  of  tl^  New 
Mission  Theater,  other  than  to  say  “We 


By  Judy  West 

The  infamous  Cort  family,  you  may 
remember,  whitewashed  the  Lili 
Arm  mural  last  year  and  was  power- 
fully cursed.  This  year,  they’re  attempting 
to  whitewash  a massive  office  develop- 
ment proposal  for  the  north  ervl  of  the  old 
Best  Foods  building  at  Mariposa  and 
Florida  Streets. 

After  leasing  part  of  the  building  to 
the  San  Francisco  Health  Department  the 
Corts  apparently  tried  to  get  an  exemption 
from  the  Plarming  Code  that  requires 
developers  to  provide  day  care  and  hous- 
ing units  for  new  office  projects  of  this 
magnitude.  Projects  owned  by  the  City  are 
exenq)t  but  the  Cons  tried  to  get  this 
exemption  for  their  private  property  that 
will  be  leased  to  the  City. 

Former  Supervisor  Jose  Medina,  Mrs. 
Cort  and  son  Robert  Jr.  the  Health  Dept 
and  a number  of  concerned  neigW>ors  met 
last  year  to  discuss  the  project  The  day 


care  idea  was  brought  up  then  and  was 
well  received  by  the  Health  Department 
Who  better  to  operate  a day  care  center 
than  the  Maternal  & Child  Health  Services 
that  were  to  be  one  of  the  tenants?  But 
Mrs.  Cort  seemed  revolted  by  the  idea. 

When  their  office  conversion  and 
two-story  expansion  proposal  came  before 
the  Plarming  Commission  in  May  the  day 
care  and  housing  requirements  resurfaced 
and  the  project  was  stopped.  “In-lieu-of 
fees”  for  the  housing  and  daycare  they 
were  not  providing  would  have  cost  them 
something  like  $1.5  million.  Mrs.  Cort 
stormed  out  of  City  Hall  threatening  to 
lease  the  building  to  a storage  company  - 
as  if  she  thought  the  Ci^  or  neighbors 
would  have  a problem  with  that.  Mai^ 
neighbors  like  the  idea  of  having  a storage 
facility  nearby.  At  least  it  won’t  put  hun- 
dreds more  cars  in  an  area  with  limited 
parking  spaces.  The  Cort  Family’s  propos- 
al onfy  provides  1 16  parking  spaces  for  the 
estimated  7(X)  employees  plus  clients. 

This  saga  is  far  from  over 
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WHY  WE  NEED  A LIVE/WORK  MORATORIUM 

The  Planning  Commission  voted  to  limit  lofts  - but  the  new  controls  don't  take  effect  for  at  least  six  months. 
Meanwhile,  the  Planning  Department  and  Planning  Commission  continue  approving  projects  every  week. 


Since  the  Planning  Commission  voted  to  limit  lofts,  105  new  lofts  have  been  approved. 

As  many  as  27,000  jobs  could  be  at  stake  if  live/work  development  continues  to  encroach  on  industrial  areas. 


Lofts  do  not  solve  the  housing  crisis.  Don't  be  fooled  - developers  build  lofts  in  industrial  areas  because  it's 
easier  and  cheaper  than  building  real  housing  in  residential  neighborhoods.  The  City  could  accommodate 

60,000  housing  units  without  building  lofts  in  industrial  areas. 

Don  t let  Joe  O'Donoghue  and  the  Residential  Builders  Association  decide  our  City's  future. 

TELL  THE  MAYOR  AND  THE  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS: 

WE  NEED  A MORATORIUM  ON  LIVE/WORK  LOFTS  NOW! 


Mayor  Willie  Brown:  554-6141 
Supervisor  Michael  Yaki:  554-7901 
Supervisor  Mabel  Teng:  554-4981 


Supervisor  Leland  Yee:  554-7752 
Supervisor  Alicia  Becceril:  554-6488 
Supervisor  Amos  Brown:  554-7601 


Supervisor  Leslie  Katz:  554-5335 
Supervisor  Mark  Leno:  554-7734 
Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano:  554-5144 


For  more  wformotion,  contact  the  Coalition  for  jobs.  Arts  & Housing  291-8604  Funded  by  a grant  from  the  San  Francisa,  Foundation 
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Seniors  battle  to  regain  their  home  of  forty  years 


by  Lisa  Milos 

There’  a certain  kind  of  perseverance 
that  goes  beyond  words;  a steadfast 
relentless  pursuit  tempered  by  a 
serene  patience,  like  a hunter  waiting  for 
its  kill.  Let’s  just  hope  that  justice  can 
finally  play  its  long  awaited  role.  Let’s 
hope  that  Mission  residents  Fernando 
Hernandez  and  Margarita  Ubeda  will 
finally  have  their  day  in  court. 

This  brother  and  sister  team,  in  their 
seventies  is  standing  up  to  the  infamous 
Cort  family  (allegedly,  this  family's  most 
recent  acquisition  is  the  Bay  \^ew  Federal 
building  on  22nd  and  Mission  Streets). 

Evicted  two  years  ago,  Mr.  Hernandez 
and  Mrs,  Ubeda,  both  widowed,  had  been 
living  at  their  20th  and  Treat  Street  apart- 
ment for  more  than  forty  years.  They  were 
given  just  thirty  days  to  “leave  the  premis- 
es’’. Retired,  they  live  on  fixed  incomes 
but  under  rent  control  their  housing 
expense  was  manageable.  Now,  they  share 
a studio  apartment  and  pay  more  than  a 
thousand  dollars  a month  including  utili- 
ties. 

When  they  first  fought  the  eviction,  a 
judge  ruled  against  them,  s^ing  that  the 
owners  had  the  legal  right  to  move  in.  Two 
years  have  gone  by  and  Robert  Cort  Jr.  has 
yet  to  exercise  this  “right”.  No  one  thought 
that  these  elderb'  Salvadorans  with  limited 
English  skills  would  dig  a trench  and  fight 
When  asked  what  kept  them  going, 
Margarita  Ubeda  said,  “It’s  just  not  right 
that  they  do  this.  We  are  elderly  and  they 
have  taken  our  home.  I don’t  want  them  to 
do  this  to  anybody  else.”  Lawyers  Raquel 
Fox  and  Steve  Collier  of  the  Tenderioin 
Housing  Clinic  are  representing  them. 
Fernando  Hernandez  stated,  “Now  we 
have  no  privacy  whatsoever  in  this  small 
studio.  We  lost  at  least  $5,000  worth  of 
furniture  and  belongings  because  we  don’t 
have  the  space  nor  the  money  to  pay  for 
storage.” 


The  Con  family  thought  they  were 
dealing  with  a statistic.  Hernandez,  Ubeda 
and  the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  proved 
them  wrong. 

On  Friday,  June  18,  the  two  Cort  fam- 
ily lawyers  sought  a summary  judgment 
from  Superior  Court  Judge  (^idachay.  It 
was  denied  and  a jury  trial  has  been  set  for 
July  19.  Despite  claims  by  Robert  “Little 
Bob”  Cort  Jr.  that  he  plans  to  move  in  on 
July  12,  the  evidence  of  lack  of  intent  to 
move  in  was  sufficient  to  warrant  a trial. 

Cort  family  lawyers  claimed  that  time 
limits  to  move  in  “place  an  unreasonable 
burden  on  landlords”  and  that  Robert  Jr. 
had  been  fixing  the  property  to  fit  “his  own 
personal  tastes.”  According  to  Hernandez, 
instead  of  fixing  it,  he  is  actually  doing  the 
opposite.  “He  has  tom  out  the  window  sid- 
ings, tom  down  walls,  uprooted  the 
plumbing”  said  Hernandez  • his  purpose? 
Perhaps  it  is  to  make  it  unlivable,  in  the 
event  of  an  unfavorable  judgment.  It  all 
might  be  just  another  stalling  ploy  meant 
to  exhaust  Hernandez’s  and  Ubeda’s 
resources  and  patience.  After  all,  they  are 
in  their  late  seventies  and  not  in  very  good 
health. 

During  their  forty-year  tenancy, 
Hernandez  and  Ubeda  say  that  the  owners 
made  repairs,  although  not  necessarily  in  a 
timely  marmer.  All  of  a sudden,  when  it 
was  time  for  Ck>rt  Jr.  to  move  in,  numerous 
code  violations  were  discovered,  ones  that, 
supposedly,  prevents  him  from  living  on 
the  property. 

When  asked  wlty  these  code  viola- 
tions hadn't  been  discovered  by  the  own- 
ers while  Hernandez  and  Ubeda  were  liv- 
ing there,  Cort’s  lawyer  Bertrand  LeBlanc 
stated  that  the  Cort  family  had  been 
“respecting  their  (tenants”)  privacy.” 

Renters  comprise  sixty-six  percent  of 
San  Francisco’s  residents,  as  opposed  to 
eighty  percent  of  Mission  District  resi- 
dents, making  this  low-income  immigrant 
neighborhood  a prime  target  for  greedy 
and  powerful  real  estate  speculators. 


What  makes  this  case  so  special? 
Hernandez  and  Ubeda  at  first  were  just  a 
statistic;  two  among  the  hundreds  of  ten- 
ants being  evicted  monthly  under  the 
Owner  Move  In  and/or  Ellis  Act  loop- 
holes. Owners  at  that  time  didn’t  have  to 
comply  with  a specified  time  limit  to  move 
in,  as  long  as  the  eviction  had  not  been 
done  in  “bad  faith”.  This  permitted  uneth- 
ical Jandlords  to  jack  up  the  rental  price 
after  a prudent  amount  of  time  had  gone  by 
and  rent  it  out  again.  Due  to  budget  con- 
straints, only  a limited  amount  of  monitor- 
ing can  be  carried  out  to  catch  these  land- 
lords in  the  act,  although  a three-month 
time  limit  has  since  been  pDt  in  place. 


What’s  the  best  way  to  prevent  the 
Mission  from  becoming  a monochromatic 
Pleasantville?  Where  can  we  find  a more 
admirable  example  than  among  our  own 
Hernandez  and  Ubeda;  a combination  of 
serene  patience  and  relentless  persever- 
ance that  spells  it  out  for  us:  F-I-G-H-T. 
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ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  lie  print  min) 


(Ine  Hour: 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6.  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 
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2859  Mission, Street 
(between  24th  & 25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


9 30  - 6 30 
10  00-6  00 
11  00-5.30 


presentando:  Una  serie  de  seis  charlas  semanales 
para  Latinos  bisexuales  y gay  de  todas  las  edades- 


|Ven  y comparte  tas  secretos,  verdades  y aentiras 


Cada  Jueves 
a las  7pm 
2975  16th  St. 


Para  obtener  informacidn  e inscriblrse  contacta  a Jorge  al  tel.  41 5/575-1648 


Patrocinado  por  Proyecto  ContraSlDA  Por  Vida,PCPV/$  a iex-posiiivt,  neighborhood-based,  Latina/o  Lesbian  and  Cay  service  agency. 


LOW  FEE 
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NEJV  COLLEGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 
COMMMUNITY  COUNSELING  CENTER 

EXPERIENCED  THERAPIST  INTERNS  PROVIDING  INDIVIDUAL, 
COUPLES  AND  FAMILY  THERAPY  TO  THE  COMMUNITY 
111  VALENCIA  STREET 

(415)  437-34S6 


AVAILABLE  FOR  PRIVATE  PARTIES 


3160  16th  STREET  • 415.861.2595 
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Gentro  Blues 

A month  of  high  drama,  low  farce  and  boomtown  politics 


Today  the  Mission,  tomofrow...  whatever.  Photo  by  v e miller 


By  vmiller 

There  was  a whole  lot  a shakin*  about 
geiurification  going  on  last  month 
with  at  least  one  piece  of  political 
theater  being  performed  each  week.  When 
the  dust  settles  the  Mission  will  probably 
be  loftier,  costlier  and  more  homogenized. 
June  was  not  a total  loss  for  advocates  of 
affordability  and  diversity  but  all  the 
uproar  revealed  we  live  in  times  both  per- 
ilous and  weird. 


Convergence  of  the  confused 

Things  got  off  to  a good  start  on  June  6 
when  the  San  Francisco  Weekly,  one  the 
city’s  finer  entertainment  publications, 
organized  a fake  Yuppie  Rights  rally  in 
Dolores  Park.  A few  upwardly  mobile  pin- 
heads responded  in  dead  seriousness  to  a 
fake  ad  in  the  Weekly  that  urged  them  to 
"Stop  the  Hate.”  “We  are  treated  with  con- 
tempt and  targeted  by  vandals...  It's  time  to 
acknowledge  our  pain  is  real  - not  a joke,” 
the  ad  asserted.  But  the  rally,  as  nearly  all 
of  the  200  merrymakers  that  showed  up 
figured  out  w as  indeed  a joke. 

Those  sorry  souls  w ho  had  come  to 
march  in  solidarity  with  fellow  loft  livers 
and  SUV  owners  slunk  sullenly  away  as 
the  Mission's  postindustrial  reserve  army 
of  twenty-to-thirty  something  anarchists 
pranced  happily  about  in  the  sun  waving 
signs  reading  “Give  greed  a chance"  and 
“Just  say  me.”  About  a squad  of  cops 
seemed  to  be  delighted  to  soak  up  both  the 
sunshine  and  the  overtime  as  the  prank 
played  itself  out  before  a full  compliment 
of  journalists  who  had  come  to  cover  the 
emergence  of  a new  cultural  phenomena 
only  to  realize  they’d  been  had 

A small  contingent  of  the  humorless 
Ityper-PC  types  insisted  the  issue  of  genlri- 
fication  was  no  laughing  matter  and 
attempted  to  engage  some  of  the  placard 
waving  jokers  in  serious  debate  “Of 
course,  I understand  the  use  of  irony  but 
irony  has  it's  proper  place,”  explained  one 
sourpuss.  For  some  people  it’s  just  not 
activism  unless  it’s  grim,  unpleasant  and 
boring.  Along  those  lines;  one  brown  shin- 
ed Louis  Calabro.  self  styled  president  of 
the  European  Issues  Forum,  circulated  a 
petition  calling  for  the  US  Attorney  to 
investigate  anti-Yuppic  sentiment  as  “an 
unlawful  attack  against  European 
Americans  establishing  a strong  presence 
in  the  MissiorL”  Despite  continued 
grilling.  Calabro  stayed  in  character  and 
insisted  on  the  earnestness  of  his  cam- 
paign. 

Kermeih  Keating,  the  man  charged 
with  being  Nestor  Makhno  head  of  the 
wheat  paste  poster  brigade  known  as  The 
Yuppie  Eradication  Project,  marched  up 
from  I6th  and  Mission,  ground  zero  of  the 
ungentroed  Mission.  His  contingent  of 
eradicators  found  it  impossible  to  separate 
the  genuine  reactionaries  from  the  jokers 
and  the  just  plain  nuts.  (This  has  always 
been  a serious  problem  in  San  Francisco 
and  it  seems  be  getting  worse.) 

Keating  was  subseauentlv  ixiunced  on 
by  the  me^a,  who  having  failed  to  find 
any  radical  pro-Yuppies  were  willing  to 
settle  for  a radical  anti-Yuppie,  since  they 
now  had  serious  time  slots  and  column 
inch  gaps  to  fill  with  something  other  than 
admissions  of  their  own  gullibility. 
Popular  culture  being  what  it  is,  there  may 
be  a Nestor  Makhno  action  figure  in 


Walgreens,  right  next  to  Jar  Jar  Binks,  by 
the  end  of  the  month.  Our  own  columnist 
and  champion  of  all  things  Yup,  Silicon 
Satan  attended  the  event  but  fmding  more 
foolers  than  fools  decided  to  heap  praise 
upon  the  Beauty  Bar  instead  - tough  work 
but  he’s  a professional. 

In  spite  of  the  Mission’s  great  diversi- 
ty. rally  attendees  were  predominately 
early  20’s  to  early  30’s  and  Anglo.  The 
few  Latinos  in  the  crowd  were  pissed  off  at 
the  tone  of  the  event  and  took  the  opportu- 
nity harangue  the  faux  yupsters  individual- 
ly and  collectively  on  the  dire  conse- 
quences of  the  recent  ecorximic  upsurge  in 
the  Mission,  only  the  latest  in  half  a mil- 
lennium of  insults  to  their  culture. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  costs  of 
policing  events  such  as  this  are,  according 
to  law  incurred  by  the  promoters.  Since  the 
Weekly  in  its  June  9th  issue  was  only  too 
pleased  to  take  full  credit  for  the  gag  and 
named  each  co-conspirator  on  the  staff,  the 
cops  should  have  no  trouble  figuring  out 
who  to  bill.  It  shouldn't  come  to  more  than 
$5,000  or  so,  a small  price  to  pay  for  such 
a good  time. 


Invasion  of  the  mind  numbers 

The  second  farce  of  the  month  was  inad- 
vertent and  a lot  less  amusing.  It  took 
place  June  14.  when  the  full  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  held  session  in  the 
Mission  at  Horace  Marm  School.  This  was 
part  of  an  exqieriment.  initiated  by 
Suoervisor  Tom  Ammiano.  to  reach  out  to 
the  people.  The  supervisors  would  aban- 
don their  palatial  and  intimidating  down- 
town digs  for  the  school  auditoriums  and 
union  halls  of  San  Francisco’s  neighbor- 
hoods. There,  presumably,  tl^y’d  get  a 
feel  for  grassroots  sentiment. 

Evidently  this  is  an  idea  that  scares 
the  supervisors  silly  because  they  adver- 
tised their  entry  into  our  economically  tur- 
bulent community  less  than  a week  in 
advance  - primarily  through  mailing  lists 
and  phone  trees  of  loyal,  predictable  mug- 
wumps. It  was  not  exactly  sneaking  in  to 
town,  but  close. 

Although  about  a hundred  an  fifty 
people  showed  iq>,  many  of  them  were 
regulars  at  Supervisor  meetings  who 
would  have  been  there  no  matter  where, 
and  many  had  come  from  other  pans  of 
town  to  speak  on  issues  not  specific  to  the 
Mission  District. 

The  meeting  began  at  6;30  and  the 
facility  had  to  be  cleared  by  nine  in  accor- 
dance with  school  district  rules.  So,  in 
order  to  have  any  real  interaction  with  the 
community,  the  supervisors  would  need  to 
curb  their  penchant  for  loquacious  debate; 
a thing  that  has  made  for  ungodly  long 
board  meetings  at  City  Hall.  But  the  exer- 
cise of  self-restraint  is  not  something  that 
comes  easily  to  a politician.  Despite  the 
fact  that  many  people  held  up  signs 
bemoaning  the  neighborhood’s  gentrifica- 
tion  woes,  indicating  a desire  to  put  these 
issues  before  the  board,  the  supervisors 
were  not  about  to  be  denied  the  entertain- 
ment they  found  in  the  music  of  their  own 
voices. 

Tl^  first  of  many  items  making  for  a 
long  evening  was  a proclamation  in  honor 
of  Ambassador-designate  to  Luxembourg 
James  Hormel;  the  first  openly  gay  man  to 
be  made  a US  ambassador.  Hormel  is  a 
good  man,  who  has  been  mercilessly 
bashed  by  right  wing  Senators,  but  it 


seemed  each  of  the  supervisors  wanted  to 
be  on  record  s^ing  (at  length)  just  how 
nice  a man  Hormel  was.  Then  they  stopped 
the  meeting  so  each  of  them  could  have  a 
photo  taken  with  the  obliging  diplomat. 

This  was  the  very  week  the  French, 
Belgians  and  Luxembourgers  had  demand- 
ed a recall  of  thousands  of  cases  of  Coca- 
Cola  after  some  school  children  got  sick. 
Our  national  soft  drink  was  under  attack  in 
the  first  crisis  in  US-Luxembourg  relations 
since  World  War  11  and  Hormel  was  miss- 
ing all  the  action  and  forced  to  be  part  of  a 
campaign  literature  photo  op. 

Then  the  main  e\'tnt  of  the  night  was  a 
vote  on  whether  or  not  to  put  a bond  issue 
on  the  ballot  to  rebuild  Laguna  Honda 
Hospital.  Each  supervisor  now  felt  com- 
pelled to  express  in  detail  his  or  her  love 
for  the  poor  and  vote  'Yes’.  Except 
Barbara  Kaufman  and  Gavin  Newsome 
who  expressed  their  love  for  the  poor  as 
well  as  fiscal  responsibility  and  voted 
'No'.  The  high  point  in  the  debate  came 
when  Amos  Brown  angrily  told  Newsome 
that  he'd  been  working  on  the  problem  of 
the  indigent  mentally  ill  “since  you  were  in 
diapers.”  Since  that  problem  has  become 
steadily  worse,  this  was  a curious  boast. 

Supervisors,  unlike  laboratory  rats,  do 
not  learn  from  experience.  At  a previous 
meeting  in  the  South  of  Market,  a long 
drawn  out  debate  on  plans  by  the  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence  for  an  Easter  Day 
revel,  eliminated  any  chance  for  a real  dis- 
cussion on  the  problems  of  the  community. 
But  the  supervisors  plan  to  continue  these 
community  sessions  until  every  district  in 
the  city  is  insulted. 

By  the  time  we  got  to  the  part  of  the 
meeting  when  each  supervisor  could  intro- 
duce any  number  of  items  and  chat  about 


them  endlessly,  local  people  started  drift- 
ing out  in  disgust,  fewer  demonstrators 
were  holding  up  signs  and  some  people 
were  nodding  off.  Tom  AmmiarK)  who 
plans  to  run  for  supervisor  in  this  district 
began  to  realize  the  degree  to  which  his 
future  constituents  were  becoming  irritat- 
ed. “Please  try  to  keep  your  remarks  brief 
because  there  are  maity  people  who  have 
come  here  to  speak  and  the  press  is  here 
and  who  knows  what  they’ll  say  about  us,” 
he  told  his  fellow  board  members.  They 
responded  by  prefacing  each  of  their  long- 
winded  lamblings  with  the  infamous  “I 
will  be  brief" 

If  at  this  point  someone  in  the  audi- 
ence had  stood  up  and  yelled,  “Let’s  get 
’em!”  there  would  have  been  some  real 
news  that  night,  but  the  moment  of  destiny 
passed  as  the  supervisors  continued  to 
drive  the  citizeniy  towards  the  exits. 

When  public  comment  was  finally 
allowed,  those  left  to  voice  their  opinions 
were  mostly  seasoned  politicos  hardened 
to  the  rudeness  and  insouciance  of  elected 
officials.  The  wearied  supervisors  respond- 
ed by  either  staring  blankly  into  space  or 
wandering  off  looking  for  the  restroom. 
The  issue  of  gentrification  did  come  up  but 
only  as  expressed  by  the  same  group  of 
activists  the  supervisors  hear  from  all  the 
time.  As  president  of  the  board,  Ammiano 
chaired  the  meeting  and  got  to  tell  those 
who  had  endured  the  supervisors  verbosity 
all  evening  such  endearing  things  as 
“Hurry  up.”  “We’ve  got  to  get  out  of  here” 
and  “Next!” 

After  the  Horace  Mann  debacle  one 
Mission  activist  told  me,  “From  now  on 
it’s  all  going  underground.  There’s  no  point 
in  trying  to  talk  to  these  jerks.” 
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Bwnnan’t  ban  a bust 

On  June  22,  ihi  Board  of  Supervisors  Land 
Use  and  Transportation  Committee  held  a 
hearing  on  a proposal  by  Supervisor  Sue 
Bierman  for  a moratorium  on  the  construc- 
tion of  live/worit  units.  Since  this  is  an 
issue  that  impacts  primarily  on  the  Mission 
and  South  of  Market  areas,  it  is  this  meet- 
ing that  should  have  been  held  in  one  of 
these  two  neighborhoods.  Especially  since 
public  comment  at  the  committee  level  is 
an  essential  part  of  the  process,  not  just  a 
favor  that  is  granted  as  it  is  at  the  full  board 
sessions.  Instead,  the  hearing  was  held  at 
city  hall  at  nine  o’clock  on  a Tuesday 
morning. 

Live/work  loft  development  is  viewed 
by  nearly  everybody,  except  those  making 
money  from  it,  as  the  driving  force  of  gen- 
trification  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
city.  In  May  the  Plaiming  Coirunission  put 
serious  controls  on  new  loft  construction 
but  left  the  fate  of  over  1,500  units  that 
were  in  the  process  of  being  approved  up 
in  the  air.  Fifteen  hundred  units  at 
$300,000  to  400,000  per  unit  represents 
$50  to  60  million  in  development.  Given  a 
number  of  exemptions  and  special  consid- 
erations ceded  to  the  builders  of  this  type 
of  housing,  what  was  at  stake  was  around 
$20  - 30  million  in  profit. 

The  developers'  organization,  the 
Residential  Builders  Association  (RBA), 
was  therefore  out  in  massive  numbers,  per- 
haps three  hundred  strong.  Pro-moratorium 
forces,  led  by  the  Coalition  for  Jobs  Arts 
and  Housing,  estimated  their  numl^rs  at 
about  60.  Two  overflow  rooms  were  need- 
ed to  hold  everyone. 

RBA  President  Joe  O’Donoghue  led 
the  charge  for  his  side  denouncing 
Bierman’s  legislation  as  an  “oppressive, 
stupid  proposal.”  On  the  charge  of  genirifi- 
cation,  0'DotK>ghue  pled  not  guilty  declar- 
ing “Not  one  single  tenant  has  been  evia- 
ed  as  a result  of  a Uve/work  building.” 
Since  live/work  construction  is  built 
almost  entirely  on  unused  industrial  sites 
aiKl  vacant  lots  this  is  true,  but  the  impact 
of  a multimillion  dollar  live/work  develop- 
ment on  surrounding  real  estate  prices  and 
human  cupidity  is  invariabfy  going  to  have 
some  ui4)leasant  consequences  for  nearby 
tenants. 

O’Donoghue  declared  himself  to  be 
no  longer  a white  man  but  just  an  immi- 
grant among  other  immigrants.  In  a varia- 
tion on  the  Scarlet  O’Hara  pledge 
O’Donoghue  boomed  out  “And  by  God 
we’re  going  to  the  top  of  the  economic  lad- 
der.” Thunderous  applause  and  roars  of 
approval  fiom  RBA’s  odd  coupling  of  well 
heeled  developers  arnl  blue-collar  con- 
struction workers  filled  the  chambers. 

Those  in  support  of  the  Bierman  ban 
were  full  of  charts  and  graphs  and  finely 


reasoned  arguments  showing  live/work 
lofts  are  housing  occupied  by  high-income 
earners,  89%  of  whose  owners  are  white 
and  only  27%  of  whom  actually  work  out 
of  their  homes,  as  the  law  requires.  Small 
business  owners  such  as  Tamn^  Griggs  of 
Ideas  in  Motion  recounted  stories  of  lost 
leases  and  residents  like  Sarah  Ames  from 
Potrero  Hill  urged  supervisors  to  take  the 
time  to  “plan  for  the  future  of  San 
Francisco.” 

But  the  RBA  had  gathered  a cast  of 
hundreds  who  pul  on  a brilliantly  display 
of  political  histrionics.  The  approach  was 
two  pronged:  suit  and  tie  types  from  orga- 
nizations like  SPUR  and  businesses  like 
1st  American  Title  told  the  supervisors  that 
the  economy  was  good,  good,  good  • 
except  for  the  housing  sector  where  we 
needed  to  build,  build,  build.  There  fol- 
lowed African  American  and  first  genera- 
tion Latino,  and  Asian  construction  work- 
ers who,  sometimes  repeating  the  exact 
phrases  word  for  word,  pleaded  with  the 
supervisors  not  to  take  aw^  their  jobs. 
Why  there  wouldn’t  be  plenty  of  non-loft 
construction  jobs  available  in  the  booming 
economy  described  by  other  RBA  speakers 
was  never  addressed.  It  didn’t  matter.  The 
Nixonian  combination  of  cloying  pathos 
mixed  with  wrathful  indignation  and 
smothered  in  factoids  was  erKHJgh  to  turn 
the  trick. 

There  were  three  supervisors  on  the 
committee,  Bierman  who  was  sponsoring 
the  legislation,  Michael  Yaki  (by  and  large 
a creature  of  Mayor  Willie  “Build  on  every 
square  inch!”  Brown)  and  Leslie  Katz. 


Ellen  Novogrodsky 

Attorney  at  Law 

▼ Tenant  Representation 
T Eviction  Defense 

▼ Habitability  Problems 

▼ Demand  Letters 

▼ 2nd  Parent  Adoptions 

▼ Queer  Family  Law 

▼ Partnership  Fh*otection 
Documents 

T Wills 

▼ Other  Civil  Matters 

Reasonable  Rates 
Flexible  Appointments 
Free  Initial  Constoltation 
(415)  255-3626 
3163  Mission  Street 
Suite  300 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
please  call  for  an  appt 


Katz  plans  to  run  from  the  South  of 
Market,  in  which  RBA  members  have  a 
tremendous  finaiKial  stake,  when  district 
elections  go  into  effect  next  year.  The 
RBA  couldn't  get  Bierman's  vote  and 
were  probably  confident  of  Yaki ’s,  so  Katz 
was  the  focus  of  all  the  spectacle.  In  the 
eiKt  Katz  indicated  she  was  not  ready  to 
vote  on  the  matter,  Yaki  said  he  would  vole 
’No’  and  Bierman  was  forced  to  shelve  her 
legislation  for  a later  date. 

TTiis  was  a clear  win  for  the  RBA. 
They  will  now  be  able  finesse  the  1,500 
pending  units  through  the  porous  mles  of 
the  more  pliable  Planning  Commission  or, 
failing  in  that  arena,  take  their  case  to  the 
Board  of  Appeals  which  rarely  sees  a 


liveAvork  unit  it  doesn't  like.  The  longer 
Bierman's  legislation  is  shelved,  the  more 
units  the  RBA  can  get  past  the  plarmers. 
Once  all  those  sites  are  gone,  they  can 
move  on  to  Oakland  where  Mayor  Jerry 
Brown  has  laid  out  the  red  carpet  for  them 
and  welcomes  the  construction  of  10,000 
live/work  units  as  part  his  vision  of  a 
vibrant  downtown  Oakland 


Tlie  Shocked  Corridor 

On  June  26th  in  yet  another  meeting  deal- 
ing with  the  winds  of  economic  change, 
the  Mission  Economic  Development 
Association  (MEDA)  held  a town  hall 

Continued  on  page  6 


You’ve  lived  the  adventure 
Now  see  it  on  stage  in  Dolores  Park 
Sunday  July  4* 

The  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  Presents 

City  for  Sale 

A play  about  how  the  gentros  plan  to  toss  you  outta  here. 
Music  at  1 :30,  peformance  at  2 

Evictions  for  an  uiducky  few  later  in  the  week. 
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Deborah  Jo  Shachnow,  C.M.T. 

Zen  Shiatsu 

Inaght  Bodywork  • Yoga  Instruction 

• Certified  Massage  Therapist  in  Zen  Shiatsu  and  Insight 
Bodywork  - San  Francisco  School  of  iClassage 

• Certified  Bikram  Yoga  Instructor  - Yoga  College  of  India 

I li^ — I Massage  Appointments  415-289-7088 


DR.  M.S.  PUREWAL 

OPTOMETRIST 


Years  of  Professional  Experience 
Eye  Examination 

All  Types  of  Contact  Lenses  • Large  Selection  of  Frames 
5e  Hoblo  Espohol 
Insurance  & Medical  Accepted 


o 


3 1 30  24th  Street 
San  Francisco 

648-2777 


City  College  of  San  Francisco 

ii  your  be^  educational  value.  Noncredit  courses  are  FISE 
Just  $12  per  unit  for  credit  courses  for  all  California  residents 
including  Bachelor's  and  Higher  Degree  holders. 


Apply  now!  Fall1999  day  & evening  classes  begin  August  23ii  (415)  239-3285 
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"Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude" 

5:30  - 10:30  pm  Fri.  * Sat.  5:30  - 10  pm  Sun  - ThurI 


San  Francisco 
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SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7 DAYS 
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12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 
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4 Dependable.  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 
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• Cooling  Systems  • Radiators  • Overheating 
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style  session  on  the  Mission  Street 
Corridor.  MEDA  drew  about  80  people 
from  a broad  cross  section  of  Mission 
community,  who  sacrificed  the  Saturday 
pleasures  of  a perfect  summer  day  to  wres- 
tle with  the  unsexy  issues  of  economic 
development  - how  to  preserve  the  charac- 
ter and  affordability  of  the  neighborhood 
through  the  revitalization  of  Mission 
Street,  the  city’s  second  largest  shopping 
district 

With  live/  work  building  raging  full 
blast  to  the  east  and  Valencia  Street  com- 
mercial development  a done  deal  to  the 
west  Mission  Street  will  be  the  next  big 
boom  area.  MEDA  is  attempting  to  put 
together  a grassroots  movement  to  assure 
local  residents  and  businesses  have  a slake 
in  this  development  and  are  around  to 
enjoy  it.  While  the  meeting  focused  on 
several  large  topics  such  as  physical 
improvement,  ownership  and  marketing, 
there  was  significant  divergence  of  opin- 
ion within  each  category,  raising  some 
provocative  questions;  Did  marketing  the 
area  to  bring  up  local  businesses  simply 
mean  selling  trinkets  to  tourists  and  com- 
mercializing Latino  culture?  Are  there  too 
many  99  cent  stores  and  do  they  provide  a 
serv  ice  to  the  working  poor?  Is  it  realistic 
for  local  businesses  to  think  about  buying 
their  own  buildings? 

This  was  the  second  in  a series  of 
three  forums  on  economic 


development/survival  and  it  demonstrated 
once  again  that  although  the  Mission's 
diversity  is  one  of  its  most  appealing 
aspects,  that  very  diversity  makes  for 
tough  sledding  when  it  comes  to  consen- 
sus decision  making. 

Slow  going  and  cumbersome  as  this 
approach  is,  it  makes  more  sense  than 
trashing  SUV’s  or  trusting  in  the  magna- 
nimity of  politicians.  It  will  also  take  a 
tremendous  amount  of  unity,  more  than 
has  been  evident  in  this  community  for 
decades  The  swiftness  of  the  neighbor- 
hood's transformation,  the  eviction  of  ten- 
ants. the  squeeze  on  commercial  rents  and 
the  rapid  disappearance  of  sites  for  afford- 
able housing  add  to  the  urgency.  But  there 
is  also  the  excitement  of  living  in  a com- 
munity whose  struggle  with  the  issues  of 
race,  wealth  and  power  has,  at  least 
momentarily,  attracted  national  attentioa 

One  woman  at  the  Mission  Corridor 
meeting  said  she  was  there  because  “I 
warn  to  walk  down  the  street  and  see  peo- 
ple from  rrty  old  school  and  church,  the 
faces  I’ve  known  all  my  life  and  I don’t 
see  that  as  much  anymore.  I’m  afraid 
we’re  losing  that."  If  that  kind  of  vision  of 
community  in  the  long  run  proves  more 
compelling  than  greed,  and  it  is  not 
degraded  into  simple-minded  resentment 
of  the  rich  (or  prostituted  as  a campaign 
slogan)  there’s  always  hope. 


Are  you  being  rezoned? 


By  Judy  West 

On  June  22,  at  the  fust  public  hearing 
held  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  on  a 
Live/Work  moratorium,  the  Residential 
Builders  Association  succeeded  in  block- 
ing the  measure.  Supervisor  Sue 
Bierman,  sponsor  of  the  resolution,  kept  it 
from  coming  to  a vote  so  her  ban  on  new 
live/work  lofts  would  not  actually  be 
defeated.  This  enables  her  to  bring  it  for- 
ward again  at  a later  date. 

And  so  the  Plamiing  Commission's 
more  phased  approach  moves  ahead 
toward  permanent  zoning  changes  which 
will  no  longer  allow  live/work  or  any 
housing,  affordable  or  otherwise  in  most 
of  San  FrarKisco’s  industrial  areas,  includ- 
ing the  North^i  Mission. 

On  June  24th  the  Commission  began 


taking  appeals  by  the  public  for  changes  in 
the  boundaries  of  the  new  Industrial 
Protection  Zones,  Maps  are  available  at 
1660  Mission  Street.  Any  additional 
requests  to  include  or  exclude  specific, 
parcels  should  be  made  in  writing  before 
July  22  (include  block  and  lot  numbers)  so 
they  can  be  considered  at  the  August  5 
Commission  hearing  at  which  the 
Envirorunental  Impacts  will  be  considered. 
A required  public  hearing  will  follow  the 
Cormnission  Hearing  to  consider  the  mer- 
its of  the  actual  change  in  zoning  - but  by 
then  it  will  be  a done  deal. 

Once  the  Plaiming  Commission 
approves  the  zoning  changes  this  proposed 
legislation  must  be  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  and  then  the  Mayor.  It  is 
certainly  not  a cut  and  dry  maner  and  the 
debate  may  well  continue  at  the  Board 
level. 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a loan  faster  than  yoti  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) . Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

• For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Frandsco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989^088  • 415/681-5333 

■gr) 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1 937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 
Interest  Rate 
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Why  we  need  a live/work  moratorium 


By  Joan  Holden,  member  of  the 
Coalition  for  Jobs  Arts  and  Housing 

In  her  article  in  the  May  issue  of  the 
New  Mission  News,  Sweeping  Ban  on 
Lofts  Imposed,  Judy  West  missed  a few 
key  points.  Ms.  West  claims  the  Plarming 
Commission’s  Interim  Controls  on 
liveAvoik  lofts  in  industrial  areas  mean  a 
‘halt  to  new  housing'  and  ‘no  more 
live/work  at  air.  This  is  wrong.  The 
Interim  Controls  will  establish  four  zones 
in  southeastern  San  Francisco;  an 
Industrial  Protection  Zone  (IPZ)  where  no 
live/work  development  will  be  permitted, 
a Mixed  Use  Zone  where  new  housing  and 
live/work  will  be  encouraged,  and  two 
“buffer”  zones  where  live/woik  construe* 
tion  will  require  special  permits. 

Ms.  West  urges  that  we  “woric  toward 
changes  in  the  live/work  mies”. 
Unfortunately,  the  Planning  Commission 
is  unwilling  to  bring  about  such  changes. 
Over  a year  ago,  the  Conunission  adopted 
a special  policy  when  they  realized  indus- 
trial land  was  disappearing.  The  policy 
mandated  that  some  loft  projects  must 
undergo  special  hearings.  Did  these  con- 
trols slow  loft  development?  No.  In  1998, 
Planning  Commission  aid  Staff  approved 
823  lofts.  The  Commission  disapproved  a 
grand  total  of  22  lofts  - two  projects.  The 
Board  of  Appeals  overturned  one  denial 
and  armounced  its  intention  to  overturn  the 
other. 

The  Planing  Commission's  new 
Interim  Controls  are  a step  in  the  right 
direction,  but  they  exclude  over  1,500 
pending  units.  The  “Controls”  will  not 
take  effect  for  at  least  six  months  (they 
need  environmental  review  and  must  be 
submitted  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors).  In 
the  meantime,  1,500  lofts  await  approval  - 
200  in  the  Northeast  Mission  Industrial 
Zone  alone.  Since  the  Commission  started 
its  Interim  Controls,  120  units  have  been 
approved;  19  units  have  been  denied.  One 
approval  was  a 16-unit  project  directly 
adjacent  to  the  San  Francisco  Food  Bank. 
Delivering  over  10  million  pounds  of  food 
per  year  to  social  service  agencies  around 
the  City  requires  almost  round-the-clock 
truck  deliveries  to  the  Food  Bank’s  huge 
warehouse.  Loft  residents  will  discover 
that  their  decks  overlook  dumpsters  full  of 
discarded  (and  smelly)  produce.  That  case 
was  a test  of  the  Interim  Controls.  The 
Commission  failed  the  test 

The  Interim  Controls  set  aside  about 
800  acres  of  land  to  support  industrial 
businesses  and  blue-collar  jobs  essential  to 
a thriving  economy.  This  leaves  15,000 
acres  in  San  Francisco  on  which  to  build 
new  housing  and  lofts.  According  to  the 
Plarming  Department’s  own  studies,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  build  lofts  on  Industrial 
land  to  solve  the  housing  crisis.  The 
Interim  Controls  state,  “The  City  has  a 
supply  of  almost  vacant  or  under-utilized 
land  that  is  not  zoned  for  industrial  use, 
which  could  accommodate  almost  60,000 
potential  housing  uiuts  under  existing  zon- 
ing". 

Lofts  dtl  provide  housing.  But  hous- 
ing for  whom,  and  at  what  cost  to  the  City? 
Planning’s  research  has  shown  that  the 
encroachment  of  lofts  into  industrial  areas 
could  mean  the  loss  of  13,000  to  27,000 


Guest 

Opinion 


jobs  in  coming  years.  These  are  stable, 
low-skill  high-wage  jobs  in  industries  like 
auto  repair,  furniture  manufacturing,  print- 
ing. delivery  services  and  building  materi- 
al suppliers.  Is  it  worth  losing  these  jobs 
forever  to  provide  housing  for  a lucky 
few?  The  lofts  that  push  these  businesses 
out  are  $350,000  one  bedroom  condos  that 
do  not  work  for  families,  seniors,  the  dis- 
abled, renters,  or  low  income  people.  By 
claiming  that  they  are  NOT  building  hous- 
ing, “only  artists  studios  here,”  loft 
builders  avoid  having  to  provide  10% 
affordable  units  in  loft  projects.  Loft 
builders  have  yet  to  build  a single  afford- 
able loft.  The  requirement  that  artists  use 
lofts  as  workspaces  has  never  been 
enforced  and  never  will  be  enforced  A 
recent  San  Francisco  Urban  Institute  study 
found  that  only  27%  of  loft  residents  actu- 
ally work  in  their  homes;  most  are  high- 
income  and  89%  are  Caucasiaa 

Supervisor  Sue  Bierman's  proposed 
moratorium  on  loft  constmetion  will  buy 
lime  to  re-work  the  liveAvork  code  into  a 
law  that  serves  all  San  Franciscans.  Ms. 
West’s  sees  the  Mission  as  the  “center  of  a 
vital  arts  scene.”  That  center  is  hanging  on 
by  a thread.  It  will  only  be  protected  by 
Supervisor  Bierman’s  moratorium  on  loft 
construction 
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Beat  The  Heat— Get  Wet  with  Good  VibvationsI 


tO^  off  on  all  waterproof  v'ibrators  |uly  t«3II 

Splash  into  an  erotic  summer  with  the  best  in  sex  toys,  books  and  videos  from 
Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area's  friendly  and  knowledgeable  sex  toy  shop. 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco  Berkeley 

1 2 10  Valencia  Street  2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(4 1 5)  974-8980  (5 1 0)  84 1 -8987 


Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I lam-8pm 


www.^oody'ibes*coin  laSOO-iBljyMVIBE 


E.S.T.A.R.  Adventures 


have  this  summer  creating  art, 
learning  science,  camping,  hiking, 
making  now  frioniK.  and  it's  FREE! 


E.S.T.A.R.  Adventures  is  an  alternative  arts  and  science 
learning  experience  for  youth  14  - 17  yrs.  Weekday  sessions 
at  2050  Bryant  St.  in  the  Mission  District. 

$250.00  awarded  to  all  students 
who  complete  the  4 week  program 

Our  4 week  program  starts  July  9th,  1999 
Limited  space  available 
call  now 

415-826-7431 

www.ESTARAdventures.org 
email:  director@ESTARAdventures.org 


"Defending  Your  Freedi^jj^  h^i^Fratecting  Yoitr  Vote!"  ^ 

Volunteers  Nj^ded  for 

X 


The  Voting-  Integrity  Project,  (VIP)  i^ 
a national,  non-partisan,  non-profit 
organization  dedicated  to  protectinAi^ 
election  integrity. 


Clean  elections  do  not  happen  by 
themselves  and  depend  upon  citizen, 
involvement.  THE  VIP-SAN  FRAN-  t 
CISCO  POLL  WATCHING  program 
urgently  needs  volunteers  willing  to' 
undergo  a 2-hour  training  in  a 
convenient  location  which  will  ready 
them  to  be  VIP  Poll  Watchers  for  San 
Francisco's  elections. 


IT  IS  NOT  NECESSARY  TO  BE  A 
REGISTERED  VOTER.  There  are  many 
roles  for  non-voters  to  play  in  protect- 
ing election  integrity.  We  need  serious- 
minded,  civic-oriented  individuals  who 
understand  the  importance  of  clean 
elections  in  preserving  our  government. 

Make  a difference  for  your  political 
party,  your  community,  your  state  and 
your  country  by  volunteering  today  to 
safeguard  San  Francisco's  elections! 
VOLUNTEERING  IS  EASY.  Just  fUl  out 
the  form  below  and  mail  it  today  to: 


VIP  • PO  BOX 6470  • ARLINGTON,  VA22206 
Or  Join  online  at:  www.voting-integrity.org 


For  further  information  call  VIP’s  Toll-Free 
Hotline  1-888-578-4343.  Or  visit  our  Website 
foi-  more  information  on  the  Voting  Integrity 
Project:  www.voting-integrity.org 


Reply  Form  (Please  print  carefully] 


Name 

Middle 

UiSt 

Address 

Street 

Apt 

City 

State 

Zip 

Contact  ( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

Day  Phone 

Ettening  Phone 

Fax 

E-maJ 

Please  check  all  thaJ  apply  Wilbng  to  volunteer  i/4day  1/2  day  all  day 
Registered  Voter  □ Have  poll  watchuig  experience  I I Have  oell  phone  (not  requied)  I I 
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Down  and  out  and  shooting 
up  in  the  SRO  Gulag 


By  Richard  Alberto  Marquez 

Emanating  from  the  arrogant  tongues 
of  fine  food  addicts  and  urban  land 
hunters  harpooning'  for  the  next 
lofty-work  fix,  rumors  swirl  of  a recent 
Gwy  neth  Paltrow  sighting  at  the  Valencia 
Street's  Slanted  Door  restaurant.  For 
Bobby  Reed,  Paltrow's  presence  is  a surre- 
al Sltakcspearean  '‘much  ado  about  noth- 
ing." Reed,  a disabled  black  homeless  vet- 
eran of  America's  drug  wars  and  a tran- 
sient guest  of  the  unstately  King  Hotel,  life 
on  the  16th  Street  corridor  is  a gmeling 
"love  jones"  with  the  needle.  Down  the 
block  from  the  culinary  cul-de-sac  known 
as  “New  Bohemia”  in  the  North  Mission, 
he  boils  morning  coffee  on  a hot  plate  and 
remarks^  "That  flesh-eating  shit  got  me 
thinking  about  kicking.  But  the  rent  is  due 
and  I gotta  hustle  before  the  vampires 
knock.” 

A recent  outbreak  of  necrotizing 
fasciitis  bacterial  infections  have  reported- 
ly eaten  the  skin  and  body  parts  of  addicts 
slamming  Mexican  black  tar  heroin  iathe 
City.  So  far.  two  women  have  died,  includ- 
ing 28-year-old  Stacy  Quijas.  a Latina 
from  Colorado,  who  once  lived  in  the  SRO 
Eula  Hotel,  according  to  street  sources 
who  knew  her. 

Here  in  the  Mission,  the  lethal  mix  of 
hyper-inflated  monthly  and  daily  room 
rentals  start  at  $30  bills  a night.  If  you're 
lucky,  you  can  surrender  to  rental  debt 
peonage,  that  is;  a lowered,  undocumented 
verbal  arrangement  between  tenant  and 
slum  lord  - at  monthly  rates  of  $400,  $500. 
or  $600  and  higher  (depending  on  family 
size  and  desperation).  No  complaints  are 
tolerated,  no  contracts  are  signed  - that’s 
unwritten  law  in  SROlandia.  And,  if  you 
change  your  mind,  you  have  to  go  outside 
because  these  rooms  are  too  small  for  big 
decisions. 

The  indebted  peons  are  forced  to  seek 
cheap  housing  because  they  live  on 
"fixed”  public  assistance.  They  are 
parolees,  prostitutes,  addicts  and  other 
poor  people.  An  estimated  population  of 
2.000  people  (with  families  and  children 
booming  in  numbers)  who  pay  the  price  to 
live  at  places  like  the  King  Hotel.  To  sur- 
vive and  postpone  the  inevitable  eviction 
some  tenants  do  almost  anything,  from 
boosting  their  bodies  to  peddling  food 
stamps,  hot  property  - or  heroin.  And  they 
are  exhaustively  taxed  by  slumlord  profi- 
teers. 

Heroin  is  the  urban  cash  crop,  it  greas- 
es the  wheels,  make  ends  meet;  keeps  the 
SRO  train  running  - until  it  derails,  or  until 
the  OD  is  pronouiKed  DOA  at  SF  General. 
But  even  then  slumlords  won’t  let  it  rest  in 
peace.  "I  remember  one  night,  after  the 
paramedics  left  and  the  body  still  warm,” 
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says  Reed,  “the  manager  was  fussin'  wit 
the  dead  dope  fiend's  of  lad>’  ‘bout  how 
much  they  owed  for  the  rest  of  the  month. 
He  wanted  to  keep  their  color  TV,  and 
threatened  to  charge  her  more  for  visitors 
if  she  didn’t  leave.” 

Everyone  gets  a cut  of  the  dope  trade 
in  the  SRO  food  chain  - the  pusherman, 
the  sub<ontracting  junkie/seller  whose 
incentive  is  a quarter  gram  for  each  sale. 
Some  get  more  than  others  do  - most  defi- 
nitely the  slumlords,  like  the  Patel 
Company,  an  East  Indian  hotelier  dynasty 
and  the  largest  SRO  slumlord  do  in  the 
MissioiL  And  of  course,  let’s  not  forget  the 
countless,  nefarious  absentee  owners.  In 
short,  what  we  have  in  the  Mission’s  50- 
plus,  privately  owned  SROs  is  a post-mod- 
ern, pre-millennium  housing  plantation, 
which  began  decades  ago. 

In  Mission  SROs.  where  most  people 
don’t  make  more  than  $5,000  a year,  real 
estate  prices  are  fueling  an  out-of-control 
gentrificaiion  dependency,  in  this  district 
and  throughout  the  City.  The  poor  and  all 
that  it  implies,  are  being  depopulated, 
demonized  and  pathologized  by  political 
elites  and  conservative  business  organiza- 
tion like  t^  Committee  on  Jobs.  But 
whose  really  producing  the  addiction? 

SROs  are  the  last  unconverted,  low- 
cost  housing  sites  available  for  single  indi- 
viduals and  mothers  with  children.  But 
they  are  urban  plums,  close  to  BART  sta- 
tions and  downtown  shopping  centers,  and 
serial  condo-converters  can’t  wait  to  take  a 
bite  out  of  them.  Can  it  be  slopped  or  is 
nothing  sacred  in  this  City? 

The  intimacy  behveen  housing  and 
heroin  will  balloon  if  nothing  is  done 

Stabilizing  rents,  building  affordable 
housing,  eliminating  the  great  polarization 
of  rich  and  poor,  and  establishing  a city- 
wide tieaimeni-on-demand  health  insur- 
ance plan  for  the  poor,  will  lake  a slight 
upper  cut  puiKh  out  of  the  slamming  and 
selling  dope  in  order  to  pay  the  bills.  Until 
then,  heroin  will  be  on  a big  mission  in 
Mission  SROs. 


TWO  WEEKS 
FREE! 

($50  value) 
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STREET 

at  1 4th  St. 

626-8S60 

‘With  this  coupon.  Local  Visiton  only  On«  pas*  p«r 
person  per  year.  Offer  may  be  withdrawn  at  anytime 
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If  you  are  starting  or  expanding  a business,  or  are  interested  in 
maintaining  a healthy  neighborhood,  please  give  us  a rail! 
Our  servites  are  free  to  small  businesses  and  the  coffliminrfy. 
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Development 

mission  Corridor  Kevitalixatioa 
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Mission  Economic  DeveiopmenI  Associnlion 

2601  Mission  St.,  9th  Floor 
(415)  282-3334  phone 
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We  Box  Bikes  for  Travel 
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Beauty  Bar:  the  way  things  ought  to  be. 


Natural  Niman  Ranch  Beef 
Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 
Natural  Beef  Burgers 
Garden  Burgers 
Hot  Dogs 
Fries  & 

Shakes 


Valeiicia  @mst.  824-3494 
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It’s  encouraging  to  see  that  the  forces  of 
urban  revitalization  have  finally 
reached  Mission  Street,  for  all  too  long 
a dreary  no>man's  land  dividing  the  trendy 
Valencia  Street  night-life  corridor  from  the 
up-and-coming  Media  Gulch  loft  district. 
Amid  Mission’s  greasy  taco  shops,  run- 
down bars  and  seedy  99-cenl  stores,  a 
number  of  hip  new  establishments  have 
taken  root,  catering  to  the  sophisticated 
tastes  of  the  neighborhood’s  irtcreasingly 
upscale  demographic. 

Of  these,  my  personal  favorite  is 
Beauty  Bar.  a post-modem  cocktail  lounge 
whose  high-concept  design  cleverly  refer- 
ences the  backcombed  esthetic  of  a 1960’s 
beauty  salon.  Nowhere  is  the  contrast 
between  the  Mission’s  depressing  past  and 
its  exciting  future  more  apparent  than  out- 
side Beauty  Bar's  doors.  Outside;  a motley 
collection  of  drug  addicts,  gangbangers, 
day  laborers  and  other  losers.  Inside;  the 
buzz  of  stimulating  conversation  as  the 
Mission’s  young  professionals  trade  ideas 
and  formulate  the  corporate  visions  that 
will  shape  the  next  century.  For  me,  it  is 
this  very  contrast  between  the  old  and  the 
new  Missions  that  makes  Beauty  Bar  such 
a special  and  inspiring  place.  When  I com- 
pare the  hip  sophistication  of  the  venue 
and  its  clientele  with  the  criminality,  ugli- 
ness and  decay  that  surround  them,  I can't 
help  but  feel  a tinge  of  pride  at  being  part 
of  a great  movement  of  urban  pioneers. 
With  determination,  we  stake  our  claim  in 
the  irmer  city  and  breathe  new  life  into 
neighborhoods  that  had  been  given  up  for 
lost  just  a few  years  ago. 

Not  surprisingly.  Beauty  Bar  has 
become  a lightning  rod  for  the  hatred  and 
jealousy  of  those  cofifee-shop  anarchist 
types  who  fantasize  about  protecting  the 
Mission’s  working  class  residents  from  an 
"invasion”  of  young  professionals.  Indeed 
one  can  leam  a great  deal  about  the  differ- 
ences between  the  professional  class  and 
the  working  class,  if  one  compares  Beauty 
Bar  with  the  primitive  working  men’s  bars 
that  dot  the  Mission.  Nothing  would  be 
more  alien  to  those  establishments  than 
Beauty  Bars’  post-modem  esthetic.  The 
working  class  is  focused  only  on  the  grati- 
fication of  their  immediate  sensual  needs, 
and  the  dull  simplicity  of  their  watering 
holes  clearly  illustrates  this.  No  esthetic  or 
intellectual  complexity,  no  high-concept 
design  or  clever  pop-cultural  references 
must  distract  from  the  business  at  hand; 
the  speedy  delivery  of  alcoholic  beverages 
to  their  greedy  bellies. 

The  proletariat’s  focus  on  immediate 
sensual  gratification  is  in  fact  a root  cause 
of  urban  blight  and  many  other  social  ills. 
The  tacky  mom-and-pop  liquor  stores  that 
infest  most  working  class  neighborhoods 
cater  to  a type  of  people  so  focused  on  get- 
ting what  they  want  now  that  it  never 
crosses  their  mind  to  take  the  time  to  drive 
to  a supermarket  The  widespread  problem 
of  senior  poverty  has  a similar  origin; 
focus  on  the  immediate  prevents  one  froni 
thinking  about  the  future  - let  alone  plan- 
ning for  it  It’s  amazing  that  the  70-year 
old  women  hauling  their  buckets  of  flow- 
ers around  the  Mission  as  they  vainly 
attcn^t  to  eke  out  a living,  never  had  the 
foresight  and  discipline  to  invest  in  a 40  IK 
or  open  an  IRA.  But  such,  unfortunately,  is 
the  mentality  of  the  proletariat 


Yet  one  fortunate  effect  of  the  work- 
ing class  want-need  factor  is  that,  provided 
the  gratification  is  satisfied,  they  remain 
happy  - however  miserable  their  surround- 
ings. This  truth  needs  to  be  made  apparent 
to  those  who  bemoan  the  fact  that  the 
Mission’s  revitalization  is  inexorably  dri- 
ving its  proletarian  residents  to  places  like 
Daly  City  and  Oakland.  Those  cities, 
teeming  as  they  are  with  liquor  stores,  bars 
and  cheap  diners,  are  actually  better  set  up 
to  meet  working  class  needs  than  is  San 
Francisco.  Is  it  then  really  such  a tragedy  if 
members  of  the  working  class  gradually 
move  out  of  the  Mission,  leaving. the 
neighborhood  to  those  who  truly  appreci- 
ate its  potential  and  who  will  devote  them- 
selves to  bringing  out  its  beauty? 
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POLICE  STAFHNG  UPDAH 

For  the  Iasi  four  years,  I have  been  writing 
about  this  City's  failure  to  meet  the 
Cliarter  mandated  minimum  police 
staffing  level  of  not  less  than  1,971  Ml 
duty  sworn  officers  by  no  later  than  June 
30.  1995  (Prop  D).  But  nearl>'  five  years 
after  the  voters  mandated  full  staffing  of 
the  Police  Department,  the  SFPD  is  still  at 
least  120  full  duty  sworn  officers  short  of 
the  minimum  number  of  cops  we  demand- 
ed. and  staffing  at  Mission  Police  Station 
has  never  been  lower 

In  response  to  complaints  from  this 
columnist  and  many  others.  Mayor  Brow  n 
has  promised  to  hire  200  police  officers 
during  the  next  twelve  months  which  the 
Mayor  claims  will  gel  the  City  into  com- 
pliance with  the  Charter  mandated  mini- 
mum staffing  level.  When  asked  if  she 
thought  that  the  Mayor  had  done  enoug|i  to 
ensure  lliat  the  City  meets  the  minimum 
mandated  police  staffing  level.  St.  John’s 
Educational  Threshold  Center  Community 
liaison  Ethel  Newlin  said.  "It's  a start;  but 
it’s  only  one  piece  of  the  complete  pic- 
ture ” 

Though  Mayor  Brown’s  plan  is  an 
excellent  first  step,  it  fails  to  address  at 
least  $5  million  dollars  w orth  of  issues  that 
directly  affect  police  staffing  levels.  These 
include  pay  for  police  officers  subpoenaed 
to  testify  in  court,  pay  for  police  staffing  at 
special  events,  and  civilianization  of 
administrative  and  clerical  positions  with- 
in the  Department  (required  by  Prop  D), 
Since  none  of  these  mandatory  items  are 
funded  in  the  1999-2000  SFPD  budget,  the 
SFPD  must  pay  for  these  required  police 
functions  and  staff  by  diverting  money 
from  other  parts  of  the  police  budget. 

Meanwhile,  in  June  when  the  Finance 
Committee  considered  the  SFPD  budget. 
Committee  Chair  Leland  Yee  was  so  busy 
pontificating  about  police  department  ine^ 
ficiency  and  his  perceived  lack  of  need  for 
additional  police  staffing  that  he  failed  to 
consider  these  unresolved  issues.  Yee  con- 
tends that  because  violent  crime  in  San 
Francisco  is  down  more  than  30  percent 
since  1995,  we  may  not  need  more  police. 

[police]  staffing  requirements  are  based 
on  certain  conditions  and  those  conditions 
change,  you  may  not  need  the  staff  ” {SF 
Chronicle  6/3/99). 

I called  Leland  at  home  and  chal- 
lenged him  to  join  me  for  a walk  around 
the  Mission  District  on  any  given  evening 
of  his  choice  for  an  up-close  and  personal 
survey  of  crime  in  the  Mission.  Yee 
declined  to  accept  my  invitation;  which 
brings  us  to  the  hearing  that  never  was. 

Last  October,  Supervisor  Amos 
Brown  called  for  a hearing  to  investigate 
the  City’s  failure  to  fully  staff  its  police 
department.  On  March  1, 1999,  Supervisor 
Brown  requested  that  Supervisor  Teng  cal- 
endar this  issue  for  a hearing  on  April 
20th.  When  Teng  failed  to  calendar  the 
hearing.  Supervisor  Brown  requested  that 
it  be  held  on  May  4th.  Then  Mayor  Brown 
requested  that  the  hearing  be  continued 
until  the  Police  Department  had  “ade- 
quate” time  to  prepare 

Now,  Supervisor  Brown  has  requested 
that  Teng  calendar  the  matter  for  a hearing 
on  Tuesday,  July  20th,  at  10  am  in  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  2nd  floor  committee 


room.  But  at  press  time.  Teng  had  still  not 
calendared  the  hearing. 

Bottle  shop  batde 

After  being  evicted  from  the  former  loca- 
tion of  Mi  Rancho  Market  at  3365  20th 
Street  Dolores  Reyes  relocated  her  busi- 
ness to  21st  and  South  Van  Ness  Avenue. 
On  March  25.  Reyes  asked  the  Department 
of  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  (ABC)  for 
permission  to  transfer  her  type  21  off-sale 
general  license  (liard  liquor)  to  her  new 
store  at  1001  South  Van  Ness,  60  feet  from 
999  South  Van  Ness,  the  location  of  Ed 
and  Darmy's  Liquor. 

Reyes  claims  that  she  just  wants  to 
operate  a 'bottle  shop'  that  sells  expensive 
imported  beer,  wine  and  hard  liquor.  BuL 
she  applied  for  an  uiuestricted  Ml  service 
off-sale  liquor  license  in  an  area  of  high 
crime  and  over  concentration,  and  within  a 
block  or  two  of  two  schools,  a non-profit 
youth  facility,  a church,  and  the  Jose 
Coronado  public  playground,  violations  of 
several  state  laws. 

I support  Reyes’s  bottle  shop  plans. 
However.  I’m  concerned  that  if  she 
decides  to  ever  sell  her  liquor  license,  the 
new  operator  would  be  granted  an  uruo- 
stricted  license,  because  that  would  put 
two  liquor  stores  in  direct  competition 
with  each  otlier  at  21st  and  South  Van 
Ness. 

Because  of  overwhelming  community 
support  for  Reyes,  opposition  from  the 
Police  DepartmenL  the  Zoning 
Administrator,  and  several  residents  was 
not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  the  Planning  Commission 
from  finding  that  Reyes's  proposed  bottle 
shop  would  serve  the  public  convenience 
and  necessity. 

Though  the  local  politicians  have 
been  silent  on  the  subject  of  placing  condi- 
tions on  Reyes’s  liquor  license,  the  SFPD 
remains  committed  to  imposing  conditions 
on  the  license;  and  we  have  yet  to  hear 
from  the  Department  of  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Control  (ABC),  the  agency  that 
actually  issues  liquor  licenses. 

According  to  Luis  Granados, 
Executive  Director  of  MEDA,  Reyes 
should  be  granted  a license  with  conditions 
so  that  she  can  operate  her  bottle  shop.  But 
Granados  also  said  that  MEDA  feels  that  it 
is  important  to  place  conditions  on  Reyes’s 
license  so  that  if  she  sells  it  to  someone 
else,  the  new  owner  can’t  convert  Reyes’s 
bottle  shop  into  a full  service  liquor  store. 
“The  last  thing  we  want  is  another  [full 
service]  liquor  store  right  across  the  street 
from  Ed  arKl  Danny ’s  Liquor." 
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modate  the  different  types  of  things  we 
have  to  have.” 

Day  could  .pro\ide  no  hint  of  w hat 
this  huge  itew  building  complex  to  be 
located  in  the  heart  of  the  Mission’s  com- 
mercial corridor  would  look  like.  “I  don’t 
have  a blueprint  or  schematic  that  1 can 
show  you  that  would  tell  you  if  we  have  a 
three,  a five  oi  a seven  story  facility.”  Two 
years  ago  at  another  Mission  Merchants 
meeting.  City  College  representatives  had 
been  a bit  more  specific.  At  that  time  the 
College  was  facing  an  environmental 
impact  review  before  the  City  Planning 
Commission  and  Carlotta  Del  Portillo, 
dean  of  the  Mission  campus,  had  proposed 
setting  up  a community  advisory  board  to 
demonstrate  a commitment  to  neighbor- 
hood concerns  “No  one  who  called  City 
College  to  participate  in  this  advisory 
board  ever  got  their  calls  returned,”  said 
John  Vamedoe  who  will  be  opening  a 
restaurant  on  the  same  block  as  the  new 
campus. 

Once  the  Mission  campus  project 
passed  the  Plaruiing  Commission’s  muster, 
an  advisory  committee  of  City  College 
employees  and  insiders  was  set  up.  but 


college  administrators  decided  to  not 
inform  the  public  about  the  committees 
meetings  or  even  its  existence.  Day  apolo- 
gized for  this  deviousness  and  said  a new 
advisory  committee  would  be  set  up.  But 
when  asked  specifically  how  the  general 
public  could  get  involved  with  the  devel- 
opment of  the  new  campus.  Day  said  “I 
haven’t  got  the  particulars  on  that.” 

He  admitted,  however,  that  he  might 
need  community  support  should  Governor 
Davis  balk  at  the  maneuvering  done  by 
Burton,  et  al.  to  acquire  the  Sl.'l  million 
plarming  ailocatioa  Particulars  on  how  to 
give  that  support  will  probably  be  a lot  less 
difficult  to  get 

Before  constnjction  can  begin,  voters 
will  still  have  to  approve  another  state 
bond  issue.  If  it  passes  and  everything  else 
goes  as  planned  the  new  Mission  campus 
will  open  its  doors  in  2003  of  2004. 

There  are  as  yet  no  plans  for  the  siz- 
able piece  of  real  estate,  owned  by  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School  District  that 
City  College  will  vacate.  The  future  use  of 
this  prime  location  will  undoubtedly  have 
a significant  impact  on  the  neighborhood. 
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Missing  Links— ~Alive!  Events 

Cave  Paintings:  See  the  variety  of 
ways  that  Cro-Magnon  people  produced 
murals.  7/3. 

Fire  Masters:  Witness  the  creation 
of  fire  the  way  it  was  made  thousands 
of  years  ago.  7/18  and  7/25. 

Stone  Age  Clothing:  See  how  animal  hides  are  transformed  into  clothing,  7/25. 

Call  415.750.7145  or  visit  www.calacademy.org  for  specific  times. 

Mijstng  Links — Alive/  has  a surcharge  of  $2.00  for  adults  18  and  over,  and  $1.00  for  seniors  in 
addition  to  museum  admission. 
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Mention  this  ad  for  yoitr 


Neighborhood  Discount! ! 


When  friends  & family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


Tours  arc  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone 


The  Andora  Inn  is  a fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  built  in  1875, 
located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco's 
nchly  international  Mission  District, 
known  as  one' of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  m the  City, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals. 
bookstores/caf6s  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 


Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 
• Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
• Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
• Color  TV  with  Remote  & VCR 

(CumpUmenUiry  Video  SetecUon) 

• AM/FM  Clock  Radios 


(415)  282-0337  or  1 (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to: 

AndoraSF@aol.com 


• Free  Local  Calls 
• Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
Grand  Library  & Tranquil  Ambiance 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH  •S69TOS99 

DELUXE  ROOMS  & SUfTES  *S99  TO  $ 199 

(Add  14%  hotel  uw) 

* Discounted  Rates  Foa  Extended  Stays 

Alniampemau  upn>  rabbOiiy  to  M>in 


The  Aodora  bo  U bclcd  oo  • 
moio  trooiil  and  B.AR.T.  Uoe. 


ission 


XHt  Streets,  DCrecily  Actos^om 


Rustic  American  Food  * Traditional  Handcrafted  Ales 


P O T R E R O 

BREWING  COMPANY 

Happy  Hour 

M-F  3:30-6:30  pm 

16.75  oz.  pours-$2.50 
Amber,  Pale,  IRA,  Porter  and  Wheat  Ales 

Kegs-to-Go 

Lunch  to  Midnight  Menu 

535  Florida  Street  {@  18th  St.)  415.552.1967 

www.potrerobrew.com  • Private  Parties  Welcome 


Outdoor  Dining  • Pool  Tables  • Full  Bar  •TV 
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FRIDAY 

Americana  For  Aliens  — Multi-media  art  buffet 
for  our  three-eyed  green  googly  friends  intro- 
duces American  culture  at  a heady  clip.  Featur- 
ing dance,  live  bands,  ambient  music,  installa- 
tions and  a barbeque,  this  is  a great  pla'be  to 
germinate  an  intergalactic  romance.  Somarts 
Gallery,  924  Brannan. 

Genghis  Blues  — Roko  and  Adnan  Belic's 
awarding-winning  "Genghis  Blues”  documents 
the  true  story  of  a blind  SF  bluesman  who  is 
bowled  over  by  Tuvan  throat  singing  and  even- 
tually makes  a journey  to  Tuva  to  meet  a cham- 
pion singer  Through  July  14  at  Castro  Theatre. 
621-6120. 

Sin  Casa  — Multi-media  exhibition  by  Carlos 
and  Victor  Cartagena,  two  El  Salvadoran  artists 
who  fled  war-tom  El  Salvador  in  the  eighties. 
See  their  art  dealing  with  issues  of  place, 
homelessness  and  identity.  At  Intersection  for 
the  Arts.  Free.  446  Valencia,  through  July  17. 
626-2787. 
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SATURDAY 

Gay  Geeks  — Haven  for  gay/bi/lesbian  intellec- 
tuals talkfest  of  3-4  hours,  archaeology  to  com- 
parative religion  to  science.  2-5  pm,  Cafe 
Macondo  31 59  1 6th  St.  351  -5500 

Alzheimer’s  Support  Group  — Open  Discus- 
sion at  Goldman  Institute  on  Aging,  in  support 
of  those  living  with  a person  with  this  debilitat- 
ing disease.  3600  Geary  Btvd.  10:30  am  to  Noon 
800-660-1993. 

JimBo  Trout  — Currently  our  hero  musician, 
Jimbo  and  the  Fishpeople  swing  through  a set 
of  country,  blues  and  swing  down  at  the  Allas 
Cafe.  4-7  pm,  3049  20th  St.  at  Alabama. 

Poetry  of  the  Profound  - Kitty  Costello  & Rhett 
Stuart  will  probe  deep  layers  of  the  mind  with 
alliteration  and  metaphor  at  Cafe  Multicultural 
Valencia,  9pm,  1 1 09  Valencia,  nr  22nd,  824-7659 
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SUNDAY 

SF  Mime  Troupe  — The  Mime  Troupe  tackles 
history  as  it  happens  with  a new  musical  about— 
surprise!— urban  gentrification.  "City  for  Sale"  is 
inspired  by  the  all-too-real-life  battle  over  live/ 
work  lofts,  Dolores  Park,  1:30  music  2 pm  Show. 


Alternative  Rock  — Alternative  rock  band  (yes, 
they  still  exist)  Tea  Green  plays  live  at  Elbo 
Room.  $4  at  10  pm.  647  Valencia 
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TUESDAY 

“Bed  & Sofa”  — This  early  Soviet  silent  film 
shouldn’t  make  you  need  it's  namesakes— 
though  silent,  it's  accompanied  by  live  music 
performed  by  the  Golden  Arm  Trio,  and  you  can 
gorge  yourself  on  free  food.  Very  communistic. 
8:30  pm  w/free  barbecue  7-8  pm.  $5  at  El  Rio. 
3158  Mission  St.  282-3325. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Live  Rockabilly  — Rockin'  Lloyd  Tripp  and  the 
Zipguns  perform  at  Elbo  Room  for  all  you  em- 
broidered shirt-wearin',  fillerless  cigarette-smokin’ 
folks  647  Valencia,  at  10  pm,  $4 
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THURSDAY 

Jason  Rores-Willlams  — The  Mission's  native 
son  does  us  proud  with  yet  another  wholesome 
tale  of  greed,  sex  clubs  and  public  relations  in 
the  City  at  end  of  millennium.  This  is  the  fifth 
book  by  twenty-eight  year  old  author.  SF  Weekly 
reporter  Jack  Boulware,  of  Sammy  Hagar  inter- 
view fame,  introduces,  7:30  pm.  At  Modem 
Times  Bookstore,  20th  & Valencia, 

OK  Computer  — Learn  to  manage  your  mac, 
AKA  your  best  friend  for  the  next  millennium, 
AKA  your  computer.  Mac  Class  lasts  through 
July  29  at  the  Center  for  Electronic  Art.  250 
Fourth  St.  512-9300, 

Radical  Women  — Feminists  oppose  US  mili- 
tary aggression  in  Yugoslavia.  Hear  that,  guriz? 
See  Radical  women  speak  about  what  is  be- 
hind the  bombing  and  military  occupation  of  Yu- 
goslavia, 7:30  pm,  1908  Mission.  Home-made 
dinner  with  veg.  option  at  6;30  pm  for  a dona- 
tion. 864-1278. 

Some  Mother’s  Daughter  — Prostitute  women 
against  violence  have  produced  a new  book, 
pnnted  by  International  Prostitutes  Collective. 
Some  Mother’s  Daughter  tells  the  inside  story 
on  violence  against  women  In  the  context  of 
sex  work.  $10  donation,  no  one  turned  away  for 
lack  of  funds.  930  Gough  St..  7 pm  panel  and 
discussion.  626-4114. 

tongue  in  a mood  — Gel  your  mind  out  of  the 
gutter:  Cocojam  Productions  presents  an  experi- 
mental com^y  group  with  the  brand  new  sJiow 
"DAMO"  — Tagalog  slang  for  marijuana  They 
promise  a psychedelic  ride  through  the  world  as 
we  know  it.  Thur-Sat  through  July  31.  $10-12, 8 
pm  at  Bindlestiff  Studio,  185  Sixth  St.  974-1167. 
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FRIDAY 

Artist’s  Opening  — Scott  Hewickher  shows  off 
new  painting  and  drawing  of  a symbolist  exag- 
gerated hallucinatory  nature.  Groovy,  baby.  7- 

10  pm  at  four  walls,  3160  A 16th  St.  626-8515. 
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SATURDAY 

Alphabet  Soup  — Hip  Hop/Jazz  group  performs 
at  10  pm  at  the  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia.  $5. 
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SUNDAY 

Mural  Walks  — Predta  Eyes  invites  you  to  open 
your  ojos  to  the  murals  around  you.  Now  offer- 
ing walking  tours  every  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
$7/$6/$1  for  kids.  1:30  pm.  Meet  at  2981  24th 
St  285-2287. 

Storytelling  — Dance  Mission  presents  story- 
teller Sheila  Rubin,  performing  Slone  Soup,  The 
Lion  and  the  Mouse,  The  Magic  Fish— with  origi- 
nal music.  Plus  preview  of  upcoming  basic 
storytelling  classes.  1 pm.  826-4441. 
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MONDAY 

Teen  Performance  Project  — Comes  with  a 
price  of  $350  for  three  weeks  of  rrwvement  in- 
tensive dance/physical  theater  training.  Noon  to 
5 pm  Mon-Fri,  Come  express  yourself  with  Tara 
Brandel  and  DJX,  and  be  part  of  making  a dance 
piece  to  perform  at  the  end  of  three  weeks. 
Dance  Mission,  826-4441. 

13 

TUESDAY 

Northwest  Bernal  Alliance  — monthly  com- 
munity action  meeting  to  discuss  community  is- 
sues related  to  business,  parking,  trees,  street 
lighting,  graffiti  abatement  and  other  concerns. 
Founded  in  1977,  7 pm  sharp,  190  Coleridge 
St.  near  Virginia.  282-2489. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Winston  Smith:  Artcrime  — Two  visual  artists 
on  the  frontline  of  media  wars.  Music  art  and 
progressive  politics.  7:30  at  Modem  Times  Book- 
store. 20th  & Valencia. 

Calling  All  Actors  — "Storytime  with  Dead  Ms. 
Cortland”,  an  original  one-act  is  seeking  an  all- 
ages  all-races  ensemble  cast  for  two  weekends 
in  Aug/Sep  at  Teatro  de  la  Esperanza.  It’s  a 
dark  political  comedy  with  music  and  "move- 
menf— which  seems  to  be  popular  these  days. 

I haled  when  actors  just  sat  in  their  chairs.  Ac- 
tors keep  100%  of  box  office.  Auditions  at  SF 
Mime  Troupe.  855  Treat.  Today  and  Thursday. 
285-6808 

Hep  C Help  — Learn  about  short-term  and  long- 
term disability  benefits  for  tfx>se  with  Hepatitis 
C.  Presentation  and  question-and-answer  at  the 
Davies  Medical  Center.  North  Tower  Auditorium. 
Castro/Duboce.  6:30  pm.  Free.  431  -5542, 

Rage  Against  Rent  Coalition  — CBOs.  hous- 
ing and  tenant  activists  and  neighbors  rally  to- 
gether to  turn  the  tide  of  gentrification,  evictions 
and  urban  removal  sweeping  over  our  hood. 
The  meeting  will  organize  direct  action  to  take 
place  after  August’s  SF  Tenant's  Convention. 
2940  16th  St.  Room  205. 6:30  pm  207-8984 
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THURSDAY 

Women  on  a Panel  — Four  Bay  Area  chan- 
teuses  discuss  their  experiences  as  opera  pro- 
fessionals. Yeah,  like,  do  they  like  wearing  those 
horns  on  their  heads?  8 pm  at  Yerba  Buena 
Center.  $3-5.  552-7709. 

Missing  Mission  Bay  — Another  industrial 
zone  disappears:  see  what  developers  have  in 
mind  for  our  fair  (or  unfair)  city.  Take  the  Mis- 
sion Bay  Tour,  where  participants  vrill  view  the 
area  where  UCSF  will  break  ground  in  October 
for  the  first  research  building  at  the  43-acre  cam- 
pus. and  learn  about  the  planned  revitalization 
of  neighborhood  as  well  Reserve  a space  a 
week  early,  476-4394. 
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FRIDAY 

Go  Noir,  Young  Man  — British  choreographer 
Angus  Balbemie  debuts  "A  Thousand  Gray 
Birds",  a work  in  the  movement  theater  genre. 
The  work  somehow  melds  moments  from 
Shakespeare  with  film  noir  and  makes  it  look— 
and  sound— good.  Thu-Sat  through  July  31 . $10- 
15. 8 pm  at  Venue  9, 252  9th  St.  289-2000. 

Bad  Seed  Blossoming  — The  Castro  Theatre 
rousts  original  1950's  child  star  sensation  Patty 
McCormack  and  presents  her  along  with  her 
star  vehicle  "Bad  Seed"  the  ultimate  sweet  little 
evil  child  Hide,  The  Gala  indudes  a 7 pm  screen- 
ing and  performances,  as  well  as  conversation 
with  Ms,  McCormack.  Additional  10:45  screen- 
ing of  the  film.  $15.  Castro  Theater.  18th  and 
Castro.  863-0611 

Sing  Like  the  Wee  People  — Canadian  vocal- 
ist Mary  Jane  Lamond  fuses  Gaelic  musical 
tradtions  with  pop  and  funk,  performing  at  the 
CMC.  Musical  conversation  afterwards.  Free, 
5:30-6:30-pm  at  CMC.  544  Capp,  647-6015, 
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SATURDAY 

Spellbinder  Jorge  Molina  — In  the  rrxjst  inti- 
mate of  settings,  this  local  virtuoso  will  daze 
and  amaze  the  uninitiated  and  charm  the  most 
hardened  of  cronies  with  his  music.  Be  there  if 
you  dare,  at  8:30  pm.  Cafe  Multicultural  Valenda. 
1 109  Valencia,  near  22nd,  824-7659, 

Women’s  Opera  — Do  you  like  women  with 
big  . .voices?  Check  out  this  sneak  preview  per- 
formance of  excerpts  from  "Woumos",  Carla 
Lucero's  tragic,  contemporary  love  story,  a true 
story  about  a woman  on  death  row.  Darkly  hu- 
morous, the  opera  glares  at  the  media,  and  we 
glare  back.  Part  of  Queer  Arts  festival.  SF  Op- 
era director  Sandra  Bernhard  directs.  8 pm  at 
Yerba  Buena  Center,  $15-17  552-7709, 
Chamber  Recital  — Mission’s  music  resource 
CMC  presents  a free  concert  of  works  by 
Beethoven,  Bach.  Brahms,  and  Grieg,  with  re- 
ception following.  8 pm  at  ^ Capp  647-6015. 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmarki 

"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  SI.  @ 1 6lh 
San  Francisco  621-4358 
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MONDAY 

Photoshop  I — Learn  to  navigate  Photoshop 
with  professional  help  at  the  Center  for  Elec- 
tronic Art.  When  you’re  done  you'll  be  able  to 
manipulate  photographs  In  frightening  and  his- 
tory-alteming  ways.  Through  Aug.  9. 250  Fourth 
St.  512-9300, 

go 

TUESDAY 

Oumou  Sangare  — Known  for  a cool  name  as 
well  as  musical  prowess,  and  tree  at  the  CMC. 
Concert  and  musical  conversation  featuring 
songs  and  social  commentary,  this  is  a chance 
to  see  the  Stem  Grove  performer  up  close  and 
personal  in  our  hood!  5;30  to  6:30  pm.  544  Capp. 
647-6015. 

gi 

SATURDAY 

Chicks  in  Pics  — Author  Trina  Robbins  pays 
tribute  to  the  great  Iwo-dimensiona)  women  of 
this  century.  From  Katy  Keene  to  Hothead 
Paisan's  hatchet-wielding  antics,  her  new  book 
bridges  the  gap  between  Ms.  and  Sassy-style 
comics  entertaining  us  females  since  1941 . SF- 
based  lesbian  mystery  writer  Mary  Wings  also 
speaks.  7:30  pm  at  Modem  Times  Bookstore. 
20th  & Valencia. 

Original  Dance  — ODC  attempts  to  prove  there 
is  such  a thing  as  onginal  dance  with  'Pilot  29", 
a night  of  original  dance  pieces  by  the  Bay  Area 
TWA  ensemble  dance  company.  Just  kidding.  8 
pm,  $6-12  sliding  scale.  863-9834. 

Programa  de  Magia  — Presentacion  bilingiie/ 
bilingual  presentation  of  magic  for  kids!  At 
Biblioteca  de  la  Mision.  2 pm.  300  Bartlett.  695- 
5090. 


THURSDAY 


ArtistSpeak  — Painter  Scott  Hewicker  waxes 
artsy  while  talking  about  his  work  currently  on 
display  at  four  walls.  7:30  pm.  3160  A 16th  St. 
626-8515. 


FRIDAY 


CO  Release  Party  — Assuming  there’s  free  food 
at  this  shindig,  the  new  CD  'The  Alchemy  of  the 
Word”  could  sound  like  anything  as  far  as  we’re 
concerned.  But  those  Bohemians  generally  know 
what  they're  doing.  Featuring  Jorge  Argueta, 
Caminch^Craig  6sley  and  more  at  Cafe  la 
Boheme,  3318  24th  St.  Free  at  8 pm.  775-6297. 
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SATURDAY 

Dances  from  India  — Swetha  Dixit  will  perform 
classical  dances  from  Southwest  Asia,  which 
are  dam  cool,  all  you  neophytes.  1 pm,  at  the 
Mission  Ubraty.  300  Bartlett  at  24th  St,  696- 
5090. 

Hello  to  HTML  — Leam  web-design  program- 
ming language  HTML  at  Center  for  Electronic 
Alt  and  join,  for  better  or  for  worse,  the  90's 
before  they  end,  250  Fourth  St.  Through  Aug, 
14. 512-9300. 


SUNDAY 


Americans  Return  — Expatriate  Americans  liv- 
ing in  Switzerland  leave  the  cow  pastures  briefly 
to  perform  a summer  recital  featuring  works  by 
Beethoven.  Brahms,  Burkhard  and  Bloch.  4 pm 
at  CMC.  544  Capp.  $5-10. 647-6015. 

2B 

WEDNESDAY 

Get  To  Know  the  Mlsh  — That  is,  get  to  know 


your  hood.  Head  down  to  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center  for  the  Cultural  Support  Committee  Meet- 
ing. where  teachers,  students,  parents  and  resi- 
dents discuss  new  programs  arid  activities,  sum- 
mer/fali  class  schedule  and  volunteering.  6:30 
pm  in  Theatre  at  2866  Mission  St.  821-1 155. 


THURSDAY 


Progranfia  de  Arte  de  Indfgenas  — De  Califor- 
nia Y La  Costa  Noroeste.  Biblioteca  de  la  Mision, 
Sala  de  Ninos.  300  Bartlett,  1 1 :30  am.  695-6622. 
Native  American  Art  Program  — Native  T ribes 
of  California  and  the  No^west  Coast  display 
artworks  at  the  Mission  Branch  Library,  in  the 
Children's  Room.  1 1 :30  am.  300  Bartlett  at  24th 
St.  695-6622, 

Raza  Spoken  Here  — Fresh  voices  from  the 
barrios  of  LA,  San  Diego  and  SF  will  make  the 
Mission  sit  down  and  pay  attention  tonight,  with 
Calaca  Press's  "Raza  Spoken  Here."  Poets  per- 
form. 7:30  pm  at  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  20th 
& Valencia.  On  Friday,  at  Cafe  Multicultural 
Valencia.  22nd  & Valencia. 

Bluegrass  Jam  — Old-timey  music  gets.a  shin- 
ing at  this  monthly  jam  open  to  alt  honkey- 
tonkers  down  at  the  Atlas  Cafe.  7:30  pm.  3049 
20th  St.  648-1047, 
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FRIDAY 

Scream  — Youth  Motion.  Dance  Mission’s 
Dance  Mission’s  month-long  Teen  Performance 
Project,  culminates  in  an  aptly  named  perfor- 
mance, though  Neve  Campbell  is  not  expected. 
Music  and  mixing  by  DJX.  $3. 7 pm.  826-4441 
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SATURDAY 

The  Flyj^  Angels  — The  Rying  Angels  dance 
troupe  titillates  Mission  kids  of  all  ages  with  tradi- 
tional dances  from  China.  1 pm,  Mission  Branch 


ONGOJNG 


Mondays 

Kid’s  Summer  Art  Programs  — Ages  10-13 
years,  1-3  pm  or  3-5  pm.  348  Precita  Ave.  285- 
2287, 

Latino  Flava  — Zine  and  HIV  prevention  work- 
shop for  queer  Latino  men  under  age  25.  Safe 
place  to  kick  back,  hang  out.  and  talk.  7-9  every 
Mon.  2973 16th  St.  575-1642. 

Tuesdays  £ Thursdays 

Kid’s  Summer  Art  Programs  — For  ages  5-9 
Precita  Eyes  offers  a summer  of  arts  education 
for  kids-^inling,  drawing,  crafts  and  outdoor 
activities.  Drop  in’s  okay,  $5  per  session.  $35 
for  10  free  classes,  1-3  pm  or  3-5  pm. 


Z 41S*920*8964) 

www.thumbsupmafbles.com 


Thursdays 

Free  Tenant’s  Rights  Counseling  - Don’t  roll 
over  when  comes  dewn  to  a landlord’s  pursuit 
of  profit  versus  your  nght  to  keep  on  living  in  da' 
hood.  6-epm  at  Cafe  La  Boheme,  24th  & Mis- 
sion, For  more  info,  call  398-6200 
Bluegrass  4-Eva  — Due  to  the  long-standing 
popularity  of  the  bluegrass  jam.  Atlas  Cafe  will 
feature  bluegrass  bands  every  Thu.,  8-10  pm. 
3049  20th  at  Alabama. 

Fridays 

SF  Games  — Long-running  gaming  night  for 
folks  who  are  serious  about  their  scrabble  (and 
other  games).  Open  to  all  players  who  are  will- 
ing to  leam— a great  way  to  meet  people  Cafe 
Commons,  3161  Mission,  7-10  pm.  679-3678. 

Saturdays 

Cuentos  para  la  Familia/Family  Storytime  — 


En  ingles  a fas  1 1 am/  en  espanol  a las  12  pm. 
Los  dos  programas  induyen  una  manualidad. 
Mission  Library,  300  Bartlett. 

Poetry,  Picadillo  y Cuban  Son  - A change  of 
day  for  featured  poets,  musicians!  The'Friday 
Night"  reading  series  at  Cafe  Multicultural 
Valencia  now  on  Saturdays  at  1109  Valencia, 
nr.  22nd,  824-7659  Mellower,  das  why. 


Dance  Classes  — For  kids  aged  2-14.  From 
Ballet  to  Hip  Hop,  Dance  Mission  will  keep  your 
kids  movin’.  826-4441. 

Sundays 

PORN-E-OKE  — Putatively  karaoke  with  a sick 
twist.  Chicken  John  invites  us  to  find  out  what 
that  twist  is  at  a weekly  serving  of  his  new  show. 
Free,  due  to  the  content  of  the  show.  9 pm, 
Odeon  Bar  3223  Mission  St.  550-6994. 


Art  Beat 

GALLERY  & GIFTS 

3266  -21st  Street 

(off  643-3721  Tel/fx 


iddie  Cometa/luif  Vcm 

June  21  thru  July  20, 1999 
Community  Reception  with  the  Artiete 
Saturday  • July  10  • 4 to  6 pm 

Work  in  Progress  Demonstration  to  benefit  the  Artdeat  Gallery 
Internship  Education  Program:  ••••••#•••  5AT.  JULY  17.  2-5P^ 

‘‘Super  No^a  Color-Me  Poster,**  “Casual  Sead  Craft 
Jewelry*’  and  Custom  Made  clocks  by  Steve  Hirsch 


An  eclectic  collection  of  contemporary  fine  art,  jewelry, 
cards,  toys  and  gifts  for  all  occasions,  ages  and  budgets 

Open  Tues-Thur.  11-7pm  Frl-6at:  11-9pm  Sun-Mon:  12  noon-7pm 
Secured  public  parking  across  the  street,  MUNI,  BART,  bike  & wheelchair  accessible 
email:  artbeatef^juno.com  Toll  free  mall  order  # 1-000-235-5136 


Bring  Memphis  Minnie 
back  to  the  Mission! 

Or  at  least  close. 

Memphis  Minne  BBQ  is  looking 
for  1 500  sq  ft  to  buy  or  lease  in  the 
Mission,  SOMA  or  Potrero  Hill 

Call  Bob  at  647-7427 


A^aN 

GRAPHICS 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
BILINGUAL  EDITORIAL  SERVICES 
TRANSLATIONS  for  PUBLICATION 


Special  Rates  for  Non-Profifs 

415*824-7421 


SPANISH/ENGUSH  TYPESETTING  • AD  DESIGN  • LOGOS  • BUSINESS  CARDS  • NEWSLETTERS 
MENUS  • FLYERS  • BROCHURES  • INVITATIONS  • COMPUTER  GRAPHIC  laUSTRATIONS 
ACADEMIC  RESEARCH  ASSISTANCE  • PROOFREADING  • BILINGUAL  INTERVIEW  TRANSCRIPTIONS 
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American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 
Maine. 


1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 
415/826-2026 


www.bradcochair . com 
www.mainecottage.com 


BUY  YOUR  GROCERIES 
IN  THE  NUDE. 


There's  no  reason  to  dress  up  produce  in  paper  and  plastic. 

It  just  gels  stripped  off  and  tossed  away.  So  always  buy  your  fruits  and 
vegetables  unwrapped.  And  stop  exposing  the  landfills  to  all  that  waste. 


Call  554-RECYcle  for  your  free  copy  of 
the  Environmental  Shopping  Guide. 


San  Francisco 

RECYajNG 

www.sfrecycle.org 


ifi 

XP€SED 

photographic  services  j 

1 

2 - 

Custom  Block  & UJhitc  Phctofinisring 

1 

425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94 103 

(415)  487-  9996  FAX  (415)  487-  9997 

The  Clean  Team  is  back 


The  Clean  Team  in  training. 


By  Ethel  Siegel  Newlin 

The  Summer  of  1998  saw  the  begin- 
ning of  what  promises  to  be  a 
Mission  District  tradition.  The 
Clean  Team.  Captain  Greg  Suhr,  on  behalf 
of  Mission  Police  Station,  and  this  writer, 
on  behalf  of  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center  (SJETC),  created  this 
unique  project  that  brought  youth,  cops 
and  merchants  together. 

In  response  to  merchant's  requests  for 
help  on  improving  the  quality  of  life  along 
the  16lh  Street  and  Mission  Street  corri- 
dors, and  youths'  need  for  summer 
employment  the  Clean  Team  gave  every- 
one an  opportunity  to  become  an  equal 
partner  in  the  effort  to  improve  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Merchants  were  asked  to  contribute  to 
a fund  to  hire  a dozen  kids  to  clean  the 
streets  twenty  hours  per  week.  Mission 
Station  committed  uniformed  officers  to 
act  as  the  Team's  supervisors  on  the 
streets,  which  in  effect  gave  the  merchants 
the  foot  beat  officers  they  wanted.  SJETC 


offered  staff  time  to  coordinate  the  project 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
(DPW)  provided  the  necessary  equipment 
and  supplies.  DPW  also  dedicated  a 
“Green  Machine”  to  clean  the  project  area 
daily  for  the  six  weeks  the  Clean  Team 
was  in  operation. 

The  primary  goal  of  the  Clean  Team 
was.  and  is,  to  build  good  relations 
between  youth,  police  and  local  business- 
es. Cleaner  streets  and  beat  cops  are  a 
bonus.  The  project's  past  success  has  led 
to  the  employment  of  sixty  youth  that  will 
be  working  in  five  separate  temns  this 
year,  with  each  team  operating  in  a differ- 
ent part  of  the  Mission  District  A grant 
from  San  Francisco  Beautiful  gives  the 
project  funds  to  match  the  contributions  of 
the  merchants  and  will  cover  subcontract- 
ing services  with  Sunrise  Sidewalk 
Cleaners  for  a monthly  steam  cleaning  in 
each  of  the  team  areas. 

For  more  information  about  the  Clean 
Team,  or  to  make  a donation  to  the  fund, 
you  may  contact  Ethel  Newlin  at  (415) 
864-5205,  or  CapL  Suhr  at  (415)  558- 
5400. 


Try  the  lobster 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent 
in  the  sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825. 


Killing  My  Lobster  Comedy 
Collective  will  open  a new  show  called 
“Killing  My  Lobster  Loves  a Parade”  at 
Theater  Rhinoceros  July  1-18.  The  group 
got  its  name  during  a wild  night  on  the 
town  in  Alameda  when  the  phrase  was 
used  to  mean  roughly  the  equivalent  of 
“haishing  my  mellow”  (not  good).  The 
group  had  its  first  performance  the 
Mission  District  in  1997. 

“Killing  My  Lobster^’  has  received 
critical  acclaim  fiom  The  Seattle  Times. 
declaring  them  “head  shakingly  funny”. 
The  Bay  Guardian  called  their  sketches" 
inspired  lunacy”,  and  the  San  Francisco 
Metropolitan  put  them  on  their  list  of  “99 
People  to  watch  in  99.”  They  have  also 
received  audience  awards  at  the  1998  SF 
Fringe  Festival  and  the  Short  Attention 
Span  Film  Festival. 


The  sketches  in  their  rrew  show  will 
cover  a range  of  zaity  topics  from  surprise 
parities  for  doctors  in  surgery  to  combat 
safety  demonstrations  at  Renaissance 
Fairs.  Their  writing  process  is  entirely 
collaborative  and  the  sketches  fuse  rau- 
cous slapstick  with  sharpstire,  with  an 
occasional  wacky  morK)logue  thrown  in 
for  good  measure. 

The  ten-member  collective  got  its 
start  when  several  of  its  members  were 
part  of  the  comedy  group  “Out  of  BouikIs” 
at  Brown  University,  When  some  of  them 
relocated  to  the  Bay  Area  in  1996,  they 
began  to  work  together  again,  added  some 
newcomers,  arui  “Killing  My  Lobster'*  was 
hatched. 

For  reservations  and  information  call  the 
Lobster  line:  267-0642 


Pacific  Academy  of  Homeopathy 

Learn  the  Art  of  Homeopathy 

( Two  and  Three  Year  Professional  Training  Programs 
{ Introductory  Seminars 
( Resource  Center 

1299  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94714  415.45S.8238  pahni@slip.net 
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ESTAR  all  that  you  can  be. 


ESTAR:  an  innovative  snmmer  camp 


By  L.  Newman  Fuentes 

ESTAR  (Education  Science 
Technology  Art  Recreation)  is 
offering  an  alternative  educational 
experience  to  youth  between  the  ages  of  14 
and  17  this  summer  at  CELLspace  (2050 
Biyant)  in  the  Mission.  The  four-week 
long  summer  school  begins  July  9 and 
ends  August  8,  concluding  with  a gallery 
exhibition  and  group  performance  on 
August  7th.  Participating  students  who 
complete  the  program  will  be  awarded  a 
$250  stipend  made  possible  by  a grant 
from  The  Learning  Tree. 

ESTAR  is  a non-profit  organization 
dedicated  to  providing  an  integrated  learn- 
ing experience  to  inner  city  high  school 
students  with  the  objective  of  introducing 
the  sciences  through  the  arts.  According  to 
the  brainchild  of  ESTAR,  science  director, 
Daniel  Greeman,  the  program  focuses  on 
three  developmental  aspects:  human  expe- 
rience, personal  evolution  and  education. 
Greeman's  intention  is  to  provide  a non- 
judgmental  envirorunent,  free  of  tradidon- 
al  scholastic  pressures,  that  allows  youth 
to  take  control  of  their  lives  and  their 
schooling. 

Greeman  is  a former  researcher  for 
the  US  Department  of  Energy  and  has 
taught  science  in  public  and  private  high 
schools  for  over  a decade  His  Ph.D.  cre- 
dentials don't  seem  to  go  with  his  youthful 
appearance  and  energy,  and  he  exemplifies 
ESTAR 's  staff  of  unconventional  but  pro- 
fessional artists  and  educators.  English  and 
drama  teacher  Julie  Sparling-Youtt,  film 
and  video  director  Heath  Beike,  photogra- 
pher Karl  Seifert,  health  instructor  Nadine 
Mundo.  and  poet  Paul  Flores  have  collab- 
oiatively  produced  an  instructional  model 
that  includes  creative  self  expression,  lead- 
ership. personal  initiative,  job  skills  train- 
ing, community  interaction,  as  well  as  fun, 
friendship  and  adventure. 

During  daily  weekday  sessions  from 
10  am  to  5 pm  students  will  be  introduced 
to  a variety  of  art,  science  and  technology 
subjects  and  have  an  opportunity  to  work 
with  artists,  scientists  and  performers  on 
group  projects.  The  second  half  of  the  pro- 
gram lets  students  focus  on  their  own  spe- 
cial projects.  Besides  hands-on  training  in 
the  arts  and  sciences,  there  will  be  lectures 
and  workshops  on  teen  specific  topics  such 
as  Nadine  Mundo  classes  on  Street  Law. 
The  program  also  provides  a free  luiKh 
daily. 

ESTAR  has  several  way-cool  field 
trips  planned,  including  a two-day  can^ 
ing  trip  to  Mt.  Lassen  where  students  will 
visit  an  active  volcano.  All  gear  and  equip- 
ment, materials,  admission  fees  to  muse- 
ums and  lecreational  parks,  and  trans- 


portation costs  will  be  covered  by  ESTAR. 

ESTAR  is  looking  for  “energetic, 
open-minded  young  people  who  have 
interest  or  ability  in  the  arts  and  sciences.” 
They  program  is  primarily  targeting 
Mission  District  youth,  but  has  retained 
some  slots  for  high  school  students  from 
the  ^ater  Bay  Area.  “This  is  education 
by  choice,”  says  Seifert,  “and  hopefully 
the  kids  will  discover  something  in  them- 
selves that  will  lead  to  further  mentorships 
or  job  skills  training.”  ESTARistas  must 
make  a commitment  to  participate  in  the 
gallery  exhibition  and  performance  at  the 
end  of  the  program,  and  attend  all  sched- 
uled sessions  in  order  to  receive  the 
stipend. 

To  learn  more  about  ESTAR's  urban 
summer  camp,  or  to  request  an  application, 
caU  (415)  826-7431.  ESTAR  can  also  be 
contacted  via  the  internet  at 
www.ESTARAdventures.org.  Email: 
director@ESTARAdventures.org. 
AppUcations  can  also  be  picked  up  at 
CELLspace,  2050  Bryant. 
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mission  cuiturai  center 
for  Latino  Arts  presents: 


imdgenes  y palabras' 

by  gina  sanchez  osterloff/cristianne 
dugan-cuadra/victor  zubeldia/ 
sam  kagan 


opening  reception  w/artists: 
Friday,  9 Juiy  99 

6:00-9:00pm  % 
mccia  gaiiery 


1 (415)821-1155 

2868  Mission  Street  @24th 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


The  mission 
cultural  center 
for  Latino  Arts 
Is  a project  of 
the  Friends  of 
the  Mission 
Cultural 
Center  for 
Latino  Arts,  In 
colloboration 
w/  the  San 
Francisco  Art 
Commission. 
The  programs 
@ the  MCOA 
are  partly 
sponsored  by 
the  California 
Arts  Council  & 
the  SF  Hotel 
Tax  Fund.  J 


exhibit  runs  through  31  juiy 


EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7 p.m. 
Botanas 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 

CD  Player 


16th  Caff  It. 
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never  really  tried  Mexican 
Food  untill  you've  been  to; 

PUERTO  ALEGRE 
RESTAURANT  NO.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 
BEST  MARGARITAS 
IN  THE  BAY  AREA 
546  VALENCIA  255-8201 
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New  Mission  News 


SACRIHCE  WHO.  SACRIFICE  WHAT? 

Editor, 

In  your  June  1999  issue,  your 
Caleular  editor  Sarah  Bardeen  made  an 
addition  to  Gnipo  Maya's  press  release  of 
its  Sunrise  Maya  New  Year  Celebration 
that  took  place  at  Dolores  Park  on  June  6. 
Utilizing  a tone  of  sarcasm  and  influenced 
by  the  romantic  notion  of  the  savage 
Other.  Mrs.  Bardeen  included  the  phrase 
“human  sacriftce,  optional"  at  the  end  of 
GM’s  event. 

By  doing  so.  your  newspaper  is  only 
encouraging  the  tack  of  a more  compre< 
hensive  understanding  of  Native  American 
spirituality  (ies),  particularly  Maya 
Spirituality.  Maya  priestess.  Maria  del 
Carmen  Tuy  (guide  of  the  ceremony)  is  an 
internationally  respected  spiritual  guide 
and  Calendar  Keeper,  as  well  as  an  NGO 
organizer  promoting  economic  and  cultur- 
al empowerment  throughout  Maya  com- 
munities of  Guatemala.  Aware  of  the  vio- 
lence our  US  society  imposes  upon  Third 
World  countries  and  Indigenous  peoples 
around  the  world,  it  is  our  responsibility  to 
correct  the  misconceptions  of  contempo- 
rary Indigenous  peoples  as  superstitious 
and/or  evil  worshipers. 

Media  people  have  the  responsibility 
to  represent  adequately  and  fairly  those 
who  it  praises  to  represent.  New  Mission 
News  upholds  the  banner  of  “Comforting 
the  Afflicted  and  Afflicting  the 
Comfortable"  and  thus  has  the  obligation 
to  do  so.  As  Latino/Indigenous  people  we 
are  aware  that  our  Mission  community  suf- 
fers from  the  worst  type  of  unemployment, 
housing,  alcohol  and  drug  problems,  lack 
of  adequate  social  and  health  services, 
racist  attitudes  throughout  San  Francisco, 
arvl  on  top  of  that  bad  misrepresentation 
by  our  local  media. 

Will  your  serenity  be  shattered  if  we 
inform  you  that  Mayas  of  Guatemala  do 
not  practice  human  sacrifice,  but  their  spir- 
ituality is  wonderfully  re-emerging,  and 
that  they  have  been  victims  of  holocausts 
(and  in  recent  history  one  financed  and 
supported  by  the  United  States)?  For  most 
people  the  rite  of  human  sacrifice  may  be 
the  most  well-known  and  least  understood 
aspect  of  some  ancient  indigenous  cultures 
(i.e.  Aztecs).  However,  we  have  much 
more  to  learn  from  the  violent  ignorance 
that  our  local  media  promotes,  and  from 
many  familiar  events  in  our  own  time,  like 
the  War  in  Yugoslavia,  and  the  violence  of 
our  police  State.  Whose  blood  are  you 
willing  to  spill? 

Sincerely,  Manuel  Aparicio 


Smh  Rardeen  rasponds 

Dear  Mr.  Aparicio, 

I write  to  you  as  the  calendar  editor 
who  so  casually  and  thoughtlessly  insulted 


Ad^rfise  in 

New  Mission  News 
415-695-8702 


Letters  te 
the  Editer 


The  Only  100%  Organic  Produce 
IN  THE  Mission 

The  Only  100%  Organic  Juice  Bar 

IN  San  Francisco 

THAT'S  US! 


PLANET  HEALTH 

Foods  fora  Healthier  Planet 


524  Valencia  Street  • San  Francisco 

Mon-Sat:  9:30  am  to  9:30  pm  Sun:  10  am  to  9:30  pm 
= A Woman-Owned  Business  = 


s 

$ 


Lanza  • Redken  • Nioxin  ♦ Jolco  • Bain  de  Terre  • Graham  Webb  • • • • 

Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 

Pre-Summer  Sale:  ^ 

Lanza's  (Color  & Curls) 

V 


& Seleaive  Products! 

Cuts  & Styling  • Color  • Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment  Open  7 Days  a Week 


Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  <S  Men 


1166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9410 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  (Quality  organic  & wildcrafied  bulk  herbs 

♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 


We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


Flower  Essences 
Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7 DA>iS  A WEEK 


a tradition  I value  and  respect  veiy  much 
in  last  month’s  New  Mission  News.  I real- 
ty cannot  tell  you  how  sony  I am  for  the 
sarcastic,  historically  inaccurate  comment 
1 made  in  the  brief  write-up  of  the  Mayan 
celebration. 

As  you  know,  much  of  the  calendar  is 
written  in  a snide,  tongue-in-cheek  tone 
which  seems  to  be  in  vogue  right  now. 
Unfortunately,  in  the  stress  of  trying  to  get 
the  calendar  out  on  time,  I sometimes  poke 
hin  at  topics  which  in  fact  do  not  deserve 
such  light,  sarcastic  treatment,  and  do  so 
without  fully  considering  the  impact  of  my 
words.  I want  to  assure  you  that  I am  truly 
sorry  for  my  thoughtlessness,  and  I have 
iK>  excuse  for  it. 

But  I am  also  glad  this  conflict  has 
come  up  because  the  issues  it  raises  are  so 
vital  to  the  health  of  our  cormnunity.  I have 
spent  time  with  native  peoples  in  New 
Mexico  and  in  Ward  Valley,  and  was  hon- 
ored and  privileged  to  be  asked  to  partici- 
pate in  religious  ceremonies  there.  Like 
you,  I believe  that  the  resurgence  of  native 
religious  practices  is  a beautiful  and  pro- 
foundly important  development,  both  for 
the  communities  in  which  it  is  happening, 
and  in  the  larger  societal  context.  I agree 
that  part  of  our  work  as  alternative  media 
is  to  undermine  negative,  incorrect  cultur- 
al stereotypes  and  to  speak  the  truth. 
Nothing  is  more  important 

I honor  the  work  you  and  others  are 
doing,  and  in  light  of  that  am  ashamed  to 
have  found  myself  unconsciously  taking 
part  in  a history  of  distortioa  Thank  you 
very  much  for  pulling  me  back  to  reality.  I 
hope  you  can  forgive  me  for  my  error,  and 
please  understand  that  nty  words  here,  as 
the  feelings  behind  them,  come  from  my 
heart. 

Sincerely  yours,  Sarah  Bardeen 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  821-0997 

A Women-Owntd  Business 


Your  neighborhood  credit  union 
is  introducing  a NEW  CAR  LOAN  PROGRAM! 


For  a limited  time  only,  we  are  offering 
NEW  & USED  CAR  LOANS 
at  these  LOW  RATES,,,., 


NEW  VEHICLE  (80%  financing) 
USED  VEHICLE  (90%  financing*) 

*Not  to  exceed  100%  bluebook  value 


7.75% 

36  months 

8.00% 

48  months 

7.75%, 

36  months 

8.00% 

48  months 

ATM,  CD’s,  Many  other  Loan  Programs 


Other  member  services  available: 

Savings  & Checking  Accounts,  Debit  & Visa  cards. 


If  you  live  or  work  in  the  Mission,  you  are  eligible  to  become  a member 
and  to  apply  for  a car  loan.  If  you  bring  this  ad  and  apply  for  a car  loan, 
we  will  waive  your  membership  fee!  Call  us  today!! 

Mission  Area  Federal  Credit  Union 

2940-  16*  St.,  3"*  Floor  Tel  431-2268  Fax  255-7891 
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City  benches  homeless  advocate 


by  Victor  Miller 

Many  people  in  the  neighborhood 
know  Juanita  Rielofif,  a strong 
willed  advocate  for  social  jus- 
tice, who  does  things  her  own  way.  Her 
unincorporated  Community  Promoters  of 
Health  Through  Art,  located  at  one  of  San 
Francisco's  toughest  comers,  Clarion  and 
Mission,  is  a multipurpose  center  for  com- 
munity hardcore  street  people  with  an 
emphasis  on  indigent  families.  Her  tire- 
lessness and  dedication  to  her  work  have 
won  her  widespread  admiration  and 
respect.  Amazingly,  Ms.  Rieloff  has  man- 
aged to  run  this  informal  facility  without 
the  huge  grants  of  public  money  other 
agencies  serving  the  needy  consume  like 
candy.  "People  say  I'm  an  idealist  and  1 
guess  I am,  but  I’m  working  with  the  real- 
ty of  the  Mission,"  she  said. 

You’d  think  city  government  would 
give  her  a medal  or  declare  a "Juanita 
Rieloff  Day"  or  something.  Instead,  the 
city  sent  over  some  guys,  apparently  from 
the  Department  of  Public  Works,  to  break 
up  her  furniture. 

On  June  lOth  about  10am,  Ms. 
Rieloff,  who  lives  around  the  comer,  left 
her  apartment  to  wait  with  her  86-year  old 
mother  for  the  shuttle  to  On  Lok  Senior 
Center.  The  two  usually  sit  and  wait  on 
two  church  pews  Rieloff  purchased  a few 
years  ago  for  about  a hundred  dollars  each. 
They  are  left  in  front  of  the  Promoters  of 
Health  building  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public;  in  that  part  of  town  this  means  the 
homeless.  But  the  benches  weren’t  there 
on  June  10th.  According  to  what  witnesses 
(old  Rieloff,  a ciQ'  vehicle  came  by  just 
after  siuuise  and  told  the  homeless  people 
on  the  benches  to  beat  it.  The  pews  were 


then  broken  into  little  pieces  thrown  into 
the  truck  and  hauled  away.  Rieloff  is 
understandably  furious. 

A block  away  on  affluent  N^encia 
Street,  these  things  are  settled  with  com- 
plete civility,  business  owners  are  warned 
of  the  illegality  of  their  sidewalk  tables, 
chairs  or  benches  and  then  told  the  where- 
fores of  getting  a permit.  If  they  are  unre- 
sponsive a citation  follows  but  no  has  ever 
had  their  property  chopped  up  and  carted 
off  without  notice  as  Rieloff  claims  hap- 
pened to  her.  “If  I would  have  known  I 
needed  a permit,  I would  have  gotten  one’’, 
she  said 

She  believes  the  problem  was  not  with 
the  benches  but  who  was  using  tlum.  " 
The  homeless  are  part  of  are  neighbor- 
hood. We  can’t  say  they’re  not  are  neigh- 
bors because  they’re  here.  " she  said.  “If  I 
had  known  I needed  a permit  I would  have 
gotten  one. 

Rieloff  filed  a police  complaint  and 
sought  the  assistance  of  the  Mayor's 
Office  of  Neighbofttood  Services. 

New  Mission  news  contacted  the 
Minor’s  Office  on  June  30  about  the  mat- 
ter. Initially,  intern  Ashley  Hoffman  said 
she  remembered  the  case  but  when  told 
she  was  talking  to  the  press  immediately 
got  off  the  line.  Brian  McCarthy,  who 
knew  only  somehow  Rieloff’s  complaint 
had  gotten  lost,  quickly  replaced  her. 
McCarthy,  as  Hoffman  had  weeks  earlier, 
promised  to  investigate  and  get  to  the  bot- 
tom of  things. 

The  homeless  people  now  sitting  on 
the  sidewalk  at  Mission  and  Clarion  are 
already  at  the  bottom  of  things  thanks  to 
our  friendly  and  efficient  city  government. 


There  are  paintings. 
And  then 
there  are 
masterpiee«Sr" 
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Same  thing  goes  for  the 
frames  around  them. 


Grand  Opening! 


• Exclusive  Preservation  Plus™  framing. 
Tlie  methods  & materials  used  to 
protect  your  fine  attworic. 

• To  control  quality,  all  filming  is  done 
on  the  premises  using  state  of  the  art 
equipment. 

• Commercial  Accounts  Welcome. 

San  Francisco 

695  San  Jose  Ave. 
(4.15)  282-3620 


• We  stock  a vast  variety  of  high  quality 
materials  and  pass  on  our 
volume  savings. 

• We  provide  the  fastest  turnaround  &. 
hipest  quality  in  the  industry! 

• 100%  "No  Problem”  Guarantee! 


SS^fFRAME' 

Expert  Picture  Framing 
If  it's  important  to  you, 
It’s  important  to  us.~ 


SL  f I Mm  Custom  picture 
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Muu  proeiM  gtfl  cem/i(sl«^en  ord<tSng.  Limil  one  coupon  per  boutcliold.  OfTer  good  for  euiiom  froming  order* 
only.  Cmnoc  be  mrd  in  cunjttDCDon  with  uty  other  offer  or  disaount  Not  appikable  with  woric  in  progw*  NMN7/99 
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Poems 
f the  Month 

edited  by  La  Huerfana 

Mission  Walk 


This  One 


Imagine  yellow  sweater  sleeve. 
Tension  loosens 
on  delicate  stitches 
revealing  space 
an  opening 
almost  an  unraveling, 
but  for  fear  of  the  opportunity 
the  change  in  shape. 

Imagine  bridal  dresses. 

Billows  of  white  satin 

in  a store  window, 

pink  nubs  of  fabric 

rhinestones  shaped  like  doves 

high  heels  and  veils 

in  a neighborhood  that  doesn’t 

need  any  more  children. 

but  we  persist. 

Jodi  Perelman  © 1999 


This  one  jumped 

in  front  of  a train  at  24*  street 

Friday  everung  rush, 

The  station  closed,  then, 
temporarily  to  clean  up  the  mess. 

Who  was  this  one? 

One  desperately  depressed 
seriously  ill,  a poor  abused  one? 

A lonely  one  unable  to  return 
home,  once  again 
to  the  unbearable  silence? 

Who  was  this  one? 

One  who  choose 

to  leave  hell  via  the  outbound  express. 
An  erxl  to  one  of  three  billion. 

Who  was  this  one? 

Does  anyone  know? 

Does  anyone ... 

Sarah  © 1998 


Send  submissions  to  Poetry  Editor. 
777  Valencia,  S.F.  CA  941  JO 


Remember  to  recycle  used  motor  oil  and  filters 
at  the  curb  on  your  regular  recycling  day. 

4 Use  a secure  plastic  container  with  screw  top  lids 
to  recycle  used  oil.  Tape  lids  closed  if  necessary, 

♦ After  your  first  pick-up  a free  2.5  gallon  replace- 
ment container  will  be  placed  at  the  curb  for  you. 

♦ If  you  don't  have  your  own  container  to  recycle  oil. 
you  can  pick  up  a 2.5  gallon  plastic  container  at 
one  of  the  following  distribution  centers: 

Columbia  Park  Boys  and  Girls  Club 
163  London  St..  (415)  334-2582 
Mission  YMCA,  4080  Mission  St..  (415)  586-6900 
PUC-SPEAC  . 3801  - 3rd  Street,  (415)  695-7310 
SLUG.  2088  Oakdale  Ave..  (415)  285-7584 

Please  Call  For  Hours 


For  more  information, 

call  1-800-HHW-PKUP 

Huadout 

Want 

(800-449-7587) 

Mana^Miwnl 

(41S)SM4m 

Need  help 
fixing  up 
your  home? 


Can't  afford 
the  cost 
of  repairs? 


■A 


If  you  live  in  a one  or  two  unit  building  and 
your  income  is  within  certain  guidelines, 
you  may  qualify  for  up  to  $50,000  per  unit  in 
City-sponsored  loans. 


0 - 3 % LOANS 

Available  through  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Housing 
and  Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 


For  more  information,  call  Lucy  Pineda  at 
Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
(415)  864-6432,  extension  3lB 
Se  habla  Bspanol 
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Potrero  Brewing  Company:  a cool  place  to  hang 


PBC:  Best  Foods  is  now  best  in  beers.  Photo  by  Greg  Roden 


By  Judy  West 

Nowhere  has  the  transformation  of 
the  Nortt^ast  Mission  Industrial 
Zone  been  as  dramatic  as  the  cor- 
ner of  Florida  and  Mariposa  Streets,  with  a 
new  media  complex  at  the  old  Best  Foods 
plant  finally  taking  hold  and  innovative 
restaurants  opening  on  every  comer.  What 
was  once  a haven  for  junkies  and  prosti- 
tutes after  the  daytime  working  crowd 
went  home  suddenly  has  life  after  dark. 
Theater  patrons  can  safely  park  their  cars 
until  10pm,  and  police  cars  have  even  been 
sighted  cruising  the  area.  Many  long  time 
neighbors  are  gone,  replaced  by  recent 
arrivals.  It‘s  a new  world  here. 

Located  at  535  Florida  Street,  the 
Potrero  Brewing  Company  opened  their 
doors  to  the  public  in  April  at  one  of  the 
most  cherished  and  sought  after  sites  in  the 
Missioa  I have  lived  across  the  street  for 
years  and  often  dreamt  of  what  could  be 
done  with  this  location.  It’s  such  a price- 
less spot  with  all  those  decks,  views  and 
all  that  sunlight.  Now,  a couple  of  local 
guys  have  created  a spacious,  welcoming 
and  very  public  place  for  all  to  share. 
There  are  two  outdoor  decks,  two  dinning 
rooms,  a full  bar  downstairs  with  a micro- 


brewery,  and  a more  relaxed  bar  with  four 
regulation  pool  tables  and  a fireplace 
upstairs. 

The  building  itself  is  its  greatest  fea- 
ture with  room  for  everyone,  and  the 
diversity  of  Us  spaces  should  have  some- 
thing to  appeal  to  a everyone.  Finally, 
there's  a place  that  serves  a full  range  of 
great  food  until  midnight,  7 days  a week 
without  shutting  down  for  siesta  between  3 
and  5.  It’s  one  of  the  few  places  where  you 
can  hang  out  for  an  hour  or  two  without 
having  to  spend  a fortune  on  food  and 
drink.  Pints  of  fresh  brewed  beer  are  $3.50 
($2.50  during  Happy  Hour  that  begins  at 
3:30).  If  it’s  too  crowded  on  the  front  deck 
try  the  one  upstairs,  there’s  no  table  ser- 
vice but  it  's  quiet,  private  and  has  a great 
view.  Outdoor  heaters  are  installed  which 
means  a person  can  actually  spend  a San 
Francisco  summer  evening  outside. 

From  the  surmy  vantage  of  the 
Brewery’s  front  patio  in  the  afternoon,  the 
aromas  are  incredible.  The  new  Panorama 
Bakery  across  the  street  kicks  into  action 
early  in  the  morning,  blending  with  the 
roasting  meats  from  Gordon’s  fancy 
restaurant  next  door.  It’s  a far  cry  from  the 
rancid  vegetable  oil  that  spewed  out  from 


Best  Foods  and  rained  down  on  the  neigh- 
borhood ten  years  ago.  PBC  is  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  block  on  Florida  Street,  the  front 
door  is  a little  hard  to  see  from  a distance, 
so  don’t  be  confused  by  the  big  red  dot  that 
leads  to  Gordon’s. 

The  brewery  was  built  into  what  was 
once  the  unloading  dock  for  trains  bring- 
ing loads  of  com  oil  to  be  refined  and 
processed  into  Best  Foods  Real 
M^onnaise.  The  transformation  of  this 
old  factory  complex  exemplifies  the 
changing  face  of  industry  that  San 
Francisco  is  struggling  with  today. 
Manufacturing  concerns  are  getting  small- 
er and  more  specialized  as  the  cost  of 
doing  business  rises  and  bigger  businesses 
move  offshore.  Smaller  enterprises  like  the 
brewery  must  sell  more  direct  to  their  cus- 
tomers, something  Best  Foods  or  the  big 
Hanrnis  Brewery  down  the  street  couldn’t 
afford  to  do. 


James  Renfrew,  Master  Brewer  of 
Potrero  Brewing  Co.  was  bom  and  raised 
in  San  Francisco  and  began  brewing  boot- 
leg bear  at  home  when  he  was  15.  He  stud- 
ied his  craft  at  the  Siebel  Brewing  School 
in  Chicago.  “All  the  major  people  went 
there”  he  says,  “including  Fritz  Maytag  of 
Anchor  Steam,  who  was  the  fore-runner  of 
all  the  micro-brews  across  the  US.” 

Renfrew  keeps  four  different  brews 
in  the  woHcs  at  any  one  time.  For  $5  he 
offers  a sampler  of  the  five  current  selec- 
tions. All  the  beets  I’ve  tasted  have  been 
outstanding.  I like  the  sweeter,  richer  beers 
that  are  processed  with  more  malt  and  less 
hops.  Renfrew  makes  a traditional  English 
Mild  that  has  2.8%  alcohol  instead  of  the 
usual  4. 6-4. 8%,  and  adds  wheat  to  the  typ- 
ical 2-row  barley  to  create  a light  and 
refreshing  “wheal  beer”  often  served  with 
lemon.  His  Porter  Stout  has  a distinct, 
roasted  chocolate  smell  and  rich  malty  fla- 
vor. Both  the  Porter  and  Oatmeal  Stouts 
are  meals  in  themselves. 

PBC  serves  a vegetarian  focaccia 
sandwich  filled  with  marinated  veggies 
that  sells  for  a dollar  per  inch  so  you  can 
have  as  much  or  as  little  as  you  wish.  After 
10pm  the  menu  is  limited  but  still  deli- 
cious, with  everything  under  $8.  Try  the 
Spent  Grain  Pizza  for  $5.95  made  with 
grain  left  over  from  the  beer  brewing 
process.  It  has  a thin,  crisp,  flavorful  flat 
emst,  goat  gouda  and  arugula  pesto. 

Sculptor  Walter  Sunday  joined  me  for 
a full  dirmer  shortly  after  the  Brew  Pub 
opened.  Light  and  crisp  calatnari  came  in  2 
minutes  and  the  com  & roasted  chile 
chowder  had  a real  kick.  We  hardly  drank 
the  beer,  getting  high  on  the  food  instead. 
Our  asparagus  salad  was  crisp  and  served 
with  a rich  nutty  sauce.  We  loosened  our 
belts  and  contimied  on  with  the  halibut  and 
risotto  cooked  to  perfection  with  an 
incredible  black  olive  goo  which  was  killer 
for  $15.00. 

Chef  Shama  Rose  is  the  real  thing,  she 
has  opened  many  fuie  restaurants  in  this 
City  and  usually  moves  on  after  the  menus 
are  set  and  the  place  is  up  and  running. 
This  time  she’s  here  to  stay,  and  makes  her 
own  bread,  spicy  nuts,  catsup,  mustard, 
pickles  and  preserves  After  the  Fourth  of 
July.  Brew  Pub  will  begin  serving  Sunday 
brunch  that  promises  to  be  “as  creative  aixl 
delicious  as  the*  rest  of  the  meals  Shama 
puls  forth”  says  co-owner  Steve 
MacMillert 

Congratulations  Potrero  Brewing 
Company  on  securing  the  most  fabulous 
piece  of  real  estate  in  the  City,  and  thanks 
for  sharing. 

The  Potrero  Brewing  Company  is  located 
at  535  Florida  Street  and  open  7 days  a 
week  from  11:30  am  to  midnight.  Call 
552’1967 


Shish  Kebab 
Falafel 
Shawerma 

Vote^estFalafeI^«^^g(^M^ 


qlilBaba’sC 

^ mediterranean  cafe  ^ 
& restaurant 


531  Haight  799  Valenda 

255-7820  863-3054 

San  Francisco 


J 
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Faye's  Video 

M&  espresso  bar 


Last  chance  to  get  a plan! 


$40  + tax  gets  you  24  movies,  that's  only 

$1.67  per  movie,  ANY  movie,  ANY  time! 
(must  purchase  by  July  3 1,  1 999) 

3614  18th  St.  (between  Guerrero  & Dolores)  522.0434 
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There's  lots  of  sunshine  at  the  aptly  named  Cafe  Luz.  Photo  by  Greg  Roden 


Let  there  be  light  and  espresso  too 


by  vmiller 

As  the  neighborhood  continues  to 
undergo  tumultuous  tiansfonna- 
tion  many  of  us  worry  about  the 
threat  posed  to  our  rather  laid  back  life 
style  here  in  the  Mission  We  need  com- 
fortable homey  nooks  and  crannies  sup- 
plied with  a full  barrage  of  high-octane 
caffeine  offerings  and  a proper  selection  of 
noshings.  These  are  the  essentials  of  the 
cafe  scene,  as  we  know  it.  But  we  must 
also  have  cozy  restaurants  without  atti- 
tude. that  serve  up  tasty  original  dishes  at 
workaday  prices.  These  two  types  of 
establishment  constitute  the  casual,  afford- 
able social  scene  for  we  long-term  Mission 
denizens  The  style-  statement  eateries  full 
of  angst  driven  meat  rackers  and 
Siarbucky  Mccoffee  huts  that  wait  barbar- 
ian like  at  our  borders  are  a constant  con- 
cern. 

When  the  cafe/restaurant  at  16th  and 
Valencia  went  through  another  change  of 
ownership  a couple  months  ago  and 
became  Cafe  Luz,  it  was  with  these  trepi- 
dations that  I went  inside.  This  centrally 
located  comer  has  always  had  great  poten- 
tial as  both  a restaurant  and  a cafe  but  the 
combo  never  really  came  together  in  pre- 
vious incarnations  of  this  business. 

When  I dropped  by  the  new  operation 
for  the  first  lime,  they  were  just  setting  up 
some  of  the  most  unusual  looking  chairs 
I'd  ever  seea  “They’re  ejection  scats  from 
1948  jet  planes,”  said  owner  Paul  Lee. 
“Aren’t  they  great?’’  Ejection  seats,  heh? 
I just  knew  these  folks  were  going  to  fit 
right  ia 

I sat  down  and  had  a cup  of  the  house 
coffee  which  passed  the  Valencia  Street 
Rocket  Fuel  Test  for  taste  and  potency  and 
was  pleased  that  former  donut  shop  feel  of 
the  spot  was  gone,  replaced  by  the  busy 
eclecticism  of  Lee’s  various  collections; 
old  electrical  music  and  movie  equipment, 
1950’s  household  appliances,  license 
plates  from  around  the  US  and  old  San 
Francisco  newspapers.  The  music  was 
upbeat:  Sinatra,  Doris  Day  and  other 
40’s/50’s  vocalists.  The  retro  ambiance  is 
set  off  well  by  big  large  picture  windows 
that  catch  both  morning  and  afternoon  sua 
Cafe  Luz  lives  up  to  its  name;  it  is  by  far 
the  Mission’s  brightest  and  cheeriest  cafe. 
The  dark  cornered,  grousing  parlor  wobbly 
table  look  is  out,  sunshine  and  whimsy 
reign. 

The  restaurant  aspect  of  Cafe  Luz  is  in 
full  open-to<lose  swing  and  is  overseen 
by  Paul’s  wife  Lirvla,  a serious  profession- 
al chef  who  supervises  the  preparation  of 
breakfast,  luiKh  and  dirmer.  For  breakfast 
you  can  choose  one  of  six  different 
omelets  (S4.9S-S.95)  including  tofii  and 
Luz  (Japanese  style  and  served  with  Miso 
soup)  and  there  is  a selection  of  19  differ- 
ent ingredients  (at  $.75  an  item)  to  choose 
from  for  those  who  like  to  mix  and  match. 


My  fellow  breakfaster  had  a 
California  Omelet  which  she  described  as 
light  and  tasty  but  also  substantial.  1 opted 
for  one  of  the  weekened  specials.  Eggs 
Benedict  ($6.50).  There  are  evil  people  in 
the  world  that  make  Eggs  Benedict  with 
hard  or  semi-solid  yolks  but  Cafe  Luz 
serves  them  properly  gooey  with  a rich  but 
not  cloying  hollandaise  sauce. 

Besides  the  burgers,  teriyaki  and 
kabobs.  Cafe  Luz  has  some  perfect  lunch- 
es for  these  hot  summer  days.  Tty  the 
sushi,  either  the  12  piece  California  Roll 
($5.95)  that  melts  in  your  mouth  or  the  8 
piece  Luz  Roll  with  beef,  carrots,  cucum- 
ber, spinach,  egg  and  Japanese  pickled 
radish  ($3.95).  The  Caesar  salad  ($4.95) 
has  crisp  fresh  hearts  of  romaine,  fresh 
grated  Parmesan  cheese  and  a killer 
creamy  dressing. 

"V 

There’s  also  an  extensive  Pan-Asian 
dinner  menu  that  includes  a very  hearty 
Luz  Donburi,  a rice  bowl  with  carrots, 
spinach,  bean  sprouts,  zucchini,  egg  atKl 
beef  over  rice  for  just  $6.50.  It  filled  me  up 
so  I was  unable  to  try  Luz  I'eriyaki  (short 
ribs)  which  had  been  reconunended  to  me 
or  the  curious  tempura  dish  called  Chicken 
Wing  Ball  which  appeals  to  one’s  spirit  of 
adventure. 

The  Lee’s  are  well  aware  of  the  vari- 
ous vegan,  lactose  intolerant,  no  wheat  and 
other  dietary  particularities  found  in  the 
neighborhood  and  more  than  willing  to 
alter  the  menu  to  suit  the  customers'  sensi- 
tivities. 

The  Lee’s  are  the  former  owners  of 
the  Noc  Noe,  a very  hip  nightspot  in  the 
lower  Haight  with  an  interior  design  like  a 
walk  through  a Kandinsky  painting 
painstakingly  created  by  Paul.  Cafe  Luz, 
for  all  of  its  whimsical  touches  is  rK)t  as 
wild,  but  give  it  time.  The  Lee’s  at  one 
time  had  a Los  Angeles  Noc  Noc  too  but 
the  businesses  soon  became  too  demand- 
ing and  not  as  much  fun.  In  search  of  a 
simpler,  nK>re  easygoing  type  of  operation, 
they  sold  the  Noc  Noes  and  began  looking 
for  a new  locale  in  San  Francisco. 

Their  first  choice  was  always  the 
Mission,  even  after  being  offered  a prime 
North  Beach  site  at  Broadway  and 
Columbus.  “We  just  really  wanted  to  be 
here,”  said  Linda  “It’s  such  an  interesting 
area  with  so  many  artists  and  people  from 
different  cultures.” 

Cafe  Luz  is  fine  enharK:ement  of  the 
Mission’s  special  and  indefinable  charac- 
ter. Starbucks  is  foiled  agaitL 

Cafe  Luz  is  located  at  the  comer  of  16th 
and  Valencia.  Hours  are  6am  -10pm 
Monday  to  Thursday  and  FridaySunday 
6am  to  11pm.  Phone  255-9181/  fax  255- 
9213 


E"^ANT^da 


GALLERY  OF  FINE  ARTS 


July  24  thru  August  14  ■ 

Ml  Mm,  SniL  WOOD  I 

Furniture  & Box  Constructions  I 

by  John  Aragon  & Mark  Nobriga  ® I 

Recept/on  with  the  Artists  • 6 to  8pm,  SATURDAY,  July  24  I 

SHAMAN  TOY  WORK!) 

Mixed  Media  Sculptures 

by  Dio  Mendoza 


ns 


TA  N0Cli 


4**’  of  July 
Celebration 
Sunday,  July  J*** 
Special  Show 
5pm 

Happy  Hour  Mon-Sat  4-9 


Mondays 

Mitzy 


Tuesdays 
Marisela  & Guest 

Wednesdays 

Taina 

Thursdays 
Las  Fantasticas 

Fridays 

Hot  Go  Go  Dancers 
Saturdays 

Mariselas  Los  Vegas  Show 

Sundays 

Uya  Luna  7pm 

Las  Fantasticas  Upm 


3079  SDCTEEhfTH  STREET 
BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
861-5757 
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A Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6th  & izth) 

Open  2 to  2 • Seven  Days  a Week 864- 24 1 9 


Ibarra  Brothers  Priimtiimg 

TYPESETTIMG  • DESIGIM  • PRINTIMG 


Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos 
Letterheads  • Envelopes 
• Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 
.Stamps  • Business  Cards  * Presentatiori  Folders 

1009  Valencia  (at  21st) 
l^h:  826-6700  826-6701 


Giant  Color 
Banners  & 
Posters 

up  to  3ft  X I2ft 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Oldy  Like  New  & Antique 


10  a. in.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Mjjor  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


Teatro  Armonia  returns 

Violence  prevention  drama  grows  into  street  festival 


By  Esther  Rosenfeld 

BRAVA!  for  Women  in  the  Arts  will 
once  again  be  running  ''Teatro 
Armonia,”  its  siunmer  theater  pro- 
gram aimed  at  developing  arts  skills  for 
lower-income  Mission  area  youtK  This  is 
the  third  year  of  the  progrm,  which  began 
in  1997  with  a $50,(XK)  federal  grant. 


all-day  youth  festival  on  August  22nd, 
during  which  Teatro  Armonia  students 
debut  an  original  piece  they  write,  stage 
and  direct,  in  two  performances. 
"Basically,  we’re  closing  down  24ih  Street 
between  Hampshire  and  York,”  Nadel  said 
with  a laugh.  "There  will  be  all  sorts  of 
youth  orgaitizations  and  different  vendors 
participating,  and  it's  all  totally  free,  so 
mark  your  calendar  now!" 


Teatro  Armonia  was  cotKeived  with  a 
very  specific  anti-gang  focus,  according  to 
Helen  Nadef  educational  director  for  the 
program.  "While  violence  prevention  is 
still  very  much  the  goal,  it  has  become 
more  naturally  integrated  into  the  pro- 
gram's curriculum  ” she  explained. 

Candidates  must  be  between  14  and 
21  years  old,  interested  in  working  in  the 
community  or  in  the  arts  and  low  income. 
"The  focus  is  on  Mission  youth,  but  we  do 
accept  some  kids  from  neighboring  com- 
munities, and  some  kids  from  higher 
income  brackets,'’  said  Nadel.  "There  is  an 
emphasis  on  diversity  even  within  our 
main  target  group,”  she  added. 

"Among  our  candidates,  we  have 
some  with  a great  deal  of  theater  or  writing 
experience  - they  may  have  participated  in 
poetry  slams,  taken  drama  classes,  written 
for  school,  then  there  are  some  who  just 
love  making  people  laugh  and  who  want  to 
start  learning  theater  more  seriously," 
Nadel  said.  "For  that  reason  we’re  struc- 
turing it  this  suiruner  to  include  both 
begiruiing  and  advanced  classes.  But 
regardless  of  their  background  or  experi- 
ettce,  we  want  young  people  who  are  will- 
ing to  take  risks.” 

Teatro  Armonia  has  received  90  appli- 
cations. a record  high,  for  this  summer’s 
program,  which  begins  July  5 and  runs 
through  August  22.  Thirty  students  will  be 
selected.  The  program  culminates  in  an 


Teatro  Armonia  is  structured  like  a 
college  campus  setting.  Students  come 
three  d^s  a week  for  five  hours  a day,  and 
take  classes  in  begiruiing  and  advaiKed 
writing  and  beginning  and  advanced  act- 
ing. They  receive  a $6/hour  stipend  for 
their  participatioiL  The  goal  is  "to  create  a 
piece  together  and  perform  it  on  a stage.” 
according  to  artistic  director  Ellen  Gavin. 
"The  fust  year  was  amazing  - we  had  kids 
from  the  Norteflo  and  Sureho  gangs  work- 
ing side-by-side,”  Gavin  recalled. 

Teatro  Armonia’s  staff  is  comprised  of 
a director,  two  acting  instructors,  a guest 
acting  instructor,  and  the  young  playwright 
Naomi  lisuka,  whom  Gavin  describes  as  a 
"nationally-recognized  up-and-coming 
young  Asian  playwright”  who  has  worked 
a lot  with  youth  in  the  past.  lisuka 's  plays 
are  being  produced  nationwide,  and  her 
play  Polaroid  Stones  was  performed  last 
year  at  the  Mission’s  own  Intersection  for 
the  Arts. 

Perhaps  a testament  to  Teatro 
Armonia 's  positive  and  harmonious  effect, 
previous  graduates  of  the  program  have 
stayed  in  touch,  according  to  Nadel. 
"They’ve  kept  us  up-to-date  with  what 
they’ve  been  doing.  Some  have  performed 
locally.  We’ve  enq)loyed  some  of  them  in 
the  past.  They  are  very  much  a part  of  our 
culture  here,”  she  said.  “In  fact,  some  of 
the  students  have  applied  three  years  in  a 
row!” 
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You  have  questions:  the  Mission  Branch 
Library  has  answers. 

Q;  I need  to  find  all  the  references  to 
mairiage  in  the  Bible.  How  can  1 do  that? 
I don't  want  to  read  the  whole  thing  NOW! 
O.M.,  SF 

Dear  O.M:  There  is  an  amazing 
resource  that  will  be  a great  help  to  fiixling 
the  references  that  you  need  and  it's  called 
a “concordance  " A concordance  is  an 
index  of  the  important  words  in  a work  and 
the  passages  that  include  these  words. 

LL  Step  #1  * The  Mission  Branch  owns 
Young's  Analytical  Concordance  to  the 
Bible.  New  York:  Funk  & Wagnalls 
Company,  1982.  Passages  satisfying  your 
query  are  listed  under  the  words  *^Biar- 
riage,  marriages,  married,  and  marry.” 
To  get  a real  sense  of  the  meaning  of  the 
reference.  Library  Lady  suggests  noting 
the  passage,  then  going  back  to  the  Bible 
and  reading  the  passage  in  context.  This 
large  tome  is  chock-full  of  detailed  entries; 
you  could  spend  days  and  days  pouring 
over  it. 

Q:  What  can  I do  with  my  old  sofa? 
E.I.,  SF 

Dear  E.L:  The  question  that  comes  to 
mind  here  is:  “What  condition  is  your  sofa 
in?"  Is  it  a treasure  or  is  it  “funque”? 

LL  Step  #1  - If  it's  in  good  coiulition  we'd 
go  to  the  Library’s  "Community 
Connection  Database"  accessed  through 
the  Library’s  website  or,  from  the  Mission 
Branch,  through  SFPL’s  online  catalog. 
From  the  main  menu  of  the  catalog,  select 
“Other  Databases,"  then  select 
“Community  Cormection  Database.” 
Searching  by  the  keyword  “furniture"  we 
get  7 organizations  that  are  willing  to  pick 
up  used  furniture  and  resell  it  with  the  pro- 
ceeds going  to  charity.  You  can  get  infor- 
matioh  about  each  of  the  organizations  by 
clicking  on  their  name.  The  Community 
database  lists  information  on  community 
organizations,  city  government  agencies 
and  services,  health  care  services  and 
neigl^rhood  groups.  With  over  3,000 
entries  it's  a great  resource  for  San 
Francisco  community  informatioa  Read 
on  to  see  artother  alteriiative . . . 

LL  Step  #2  - Now,  for  a sofa  that's  pure 
funque,  you'll  have  to  administer  the  old 


heave-ho.  We  checked  a free  handout 
available  at  the  library  reference  desk  "San 
Francisco  Fix-It  Chart."  This  hand-out 
informs  us  that  every  6-10  months,  San 
Francisco's  garbage  service,  the  Sunset 
Scavengers,  will  pick  up  “unwanted  junk  " 
larger  itenu  like  “furniture,  large  appli- 
ances and  garden  cuttings."  The  Sunset 
Scavengers  notify  you  10-15  days  in 
advance  of  the  pick  up  day  for  your  home. 


Bnaci/Ubras  ■■ms  m ■spalal 

For  the  big  move  back  to  our  remodeled 
permanent  site,  we  got  lots  of  new  books. 
Come  in  and  have  a look  at  these  titles: 

For  adults: 

In  English  - j^^Cuba!  A Socio-erotic 
Journey,  by  Andrei  Codrescu;  photographs 
by  David  Graham.  New  York:  St  Martin’s 
Press,  1999.  Codrescu,  an  NPR  reporter, 
visits  Cuba  and  is  strongly  reminded  of  his 
native  Romania  in  the  late  1960s. 

En  espahol  - iCristinal  Confidencias 
de  una  Rubia.  by  Cristina  Saralegui,  New 
York:  Warner  Books,  1998.  Una  autobi- 
ografia  escrita  por  la  estrella  de  la  tele- 
visiba 

For  children: 

In  English  - The  Skin  I’m  la  by 
Sharon  Flake,  New  York;  Jump  at  the  Sua 
1998.  A thirteen  year-old  learns  to  love  the 
color  of  her  dark  skia 

En  espaftol  - EL  Caso  delJorastero 
Hambriento.  by  Crosby  Bonsall,  New 
York:  Harper  Arco  Iris,  1996.  jUn  cuento 
misterioso! 

The  Children's  room  has  a nice  col- 
lection of  stories  and  books  in  Arabic 
come  have  a look! 

Don't  forget  to  sign  up  for  the 
Summer  Reading  Program!  We're  also 
looking  for  volunteers  for  the  Kid  Power 
prograia  if  you’re  between  the  ages  of  10- 
16  come  in  and  find  out  more! 

Dear  patrons:  Library  Lady  writes  from 
the  Mission  Branch  Library.  Shei  happy 
to  answer  your  questions.  To  submit  a 
question,  write  to  Library  Lady,  c/o  New 
Mission  News.  777  Valencia  St,  94II0. 
You  can  also  email  Library  Lady  at . 
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9pm  • Saturday  Night  Reading  Series 


NOCTURNAL  MON-SAT  7 30  TO  HOUND  MIDNIGHT 


1109  Valencia  St.  near  22nd  • 824-7659 
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Miracle  Mile  Makers 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Founded  in  1980  ODC  Theater  was 
the  first  San  Francisco  space  dedicated  to 
dance  in  the  city.  ODC  provides  affordable 
theater  access  and  presents  programs 
specifically  designed  to  promote  the 
capacities  of  young  artists.  The  theater 
also  produces  and  presents  local  aivl  tour* 
ing  companies.  ODC  hosts  regular  hip-hop 
poetry  evenings  with  YouthSpeaks  and 
Black  Dot  Poetry  Collective  and  play  read- 
ings by  the  Playbrokers.  Among  the  well 
known  artists  supported  by  ODC  early  in 
their  development  are:  choreographer  Joe 
Goode,  physical  comedian  Bill  Irwin, 
actor/writer  Spaulding  Gray  and  director 
George  Coates.  The  Theater  has  also  com- 
missioned a new  work  from  Ballet 
Folklorico  Ensambles  de  San  Francisco, 
which  will  be  shown  in  November 

ODC  Theater  is  located  at  3153  17th 
Street.  For  more  information  call  863- 
6606. 


Mission 

Merchants 

Association 

General  Meeting 

Tuesday  July  20 
12  pm 

Mission  Neighborhood  Ctr. 

362  Capp  Street 


Special  guest: 

City  Treasurer  Susan  Leal 

For  more  information  call 
282-5869 

Mission  Merchant  meetings 
are  open  to  all  owners  of  " 
Mission  District  businesses. 


, TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 

CALL  979-4171 
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PUBLIC 
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WHEAT  GRASS  JUICE 

1185 15™ St.  AT6UEREEE0  864-5001 

VISIT  EVA'S  URBAN  FARM  FOR: 

The  SMOTandHie  CHKStZ, 

( Farm  feh  wheat  GEA-iS  juices- free  EETUVELAC: 
Plus  we  sell  flats  of  wheat  GRASS 

vJealtj/  iJaiw  iJour  % 

9 EVERV  ^0A/-WED  4-PM‘fcPM 


WHEAT  GRASS  TUICE 
m fREE  RE7UVELAC 


SINGLE 


DOUBLE  TRIPLE 


Vj  W w a 

2oE  ^1-  3oz  feoE 

WWW.  ci+y  search . com  / sfo  / uohea+grass 
WWW.  wheafgrass  messenger,  com 


OUR  HEALTH  FOR  THE  FUTURE 


There  have  always  been  doomsday 
scenarios  that  predict  epidemics  of 
diseases  in  “biblical”  proportions. 
Human  beings  have  lived  for  centuries 
with  more  fear  about  infectious  diseases 
than  any  other  phenomena,  including  war. 
The  human  experience  during  the  Middle 
Ages  when  the  Black  Plague  decimated 
over  50%  of  Europe's  population  is  but 
one  example  of  the  awesome  life  destroy- 
ing power  a disease  can  have.  Many  of  us 
have  fortunately  avoided  some  of  the  most 
dreadful  consequences  of  infectious  dis- 
ease during  this  century.  The  single  great- 
est reason  for  this  has  been  l^giene. 

Clean  water  and  sanitation  have  had 
such  an  inq^act  that  it  is  in^ssible  to 
imagine  how  it  could  be  any  other  way. 
Yet,  it  wasn’t  until  the  turn  of  the  century 
that  major  cities  in  Europe  introduced 
effective  sewerage  systems,  and  even  then 
it  was  done  in  opposition  to  maiiy  of  the 
most  rich  and  influential  citizens  who  did- 
n’t see  the  need  and  resented  the  expense 
involved. 

This  century’s  other  major  success 
story  has  been  the  use  of  antibiotic  drugs 
that  have  transformed  our  ability  to  fight 
infectious  disease  since  the  1940’s. 
However,  doctors,  scientists  and  the  gener- 
al public  are  now  realizing  that  there  are 
consequences  to  pay  for  the  widespread 
use  of  these  medicines. 

Virulent  new  strains  of  bacteria  are 
being  found  which  seem  to  be  resistant  to 
most  antibiotics.  New  drugs  have  to  be 
created  to  combat  these  bacteria,  and  these 
new  drugs  need  to  be  much  stronger  to  be 
eCFective  aiKl  therefore  are  more  risky  to 
use.  History  shows  that  bacteria  and  virus- 


es have  an  extraordinary  ability  to  adapt  to 
whatever  we  throw  at  them.  They  ulti- 
mately adapt  to  the  new  drugs  which  the 
evolutionary  nature  of  the  bacteria  exploits 
in  order  to  survive.  This  is  causing  such 
concern  that  Doctors  are  now  realizing  that 
they  can’t  use  antibiotics  so  freely  as  they 
used  to. 

A recent  news  report  on  the  matter 
staled  that  up  to  50%  of  all  antibiotic  pre- 
scriptions are  unnecessary.  Even  if  only 
partially  true,  this  is  a startling  revelation 
that  should  concern  us  all.  It  seems  to 
imply  that  bacteria  are  interacting  with 
antibiotics  and  evolving  iitto  artificial  and 
potentially  dangerous  new  organisms, 
some  which  originally  m^  have  been 
quite  harmless  to  humans  in  most  situa- 
tions. The  question  is,  where  will  this  end? 

We  should  also  remember  that  it  is  a 
combination  of  the  strength  of  the  particu- 
lar strain  of  bacteria  with  the  weakness  of 
the  host  (human  being)  which  allows  the 
disease  to  have  an  impact.  So  it  is 
absolutely  in  our  interest  to  do  everything 
we  can  to  maintain  our  health  at  the  high- 
est possible  level.  Stimulating  our  own 
immune  systems  through  naniral  means 
has  to  be  a good  investment  in  helping 
ward  ofif  bacteria  and  viruses.  Fortunately, 
however  adaptable  germs  may  be  in  sur- 
viving and  thriving,  human  beings  have 
also  shown  extraordinary  abiliQ'  to  adapt 
and  thrive,  but  it  is  a constant  battle  and 
one  that  we  need  to  be  ever  vigilant 
toward. 

Richard  Pitt  is  a health  educator  and  is 
Director  of  the  Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy.  He  can  be  reached  at  (415) 
695-8200. 


Featuring 
Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  & vegetarian, 
fries  & onion  rings 

— Open  every  day 

• ••••••••••••••••  from  11am  to  10  pm 

3285  -21st  Street  @ Valencia  • • • • 285-5200 


cAeeie^itea£ 


Mission  Camera  Shop 


Black  and  White  develop  and  print  3x5  or  4x6 

with  or  without  borders 

SI 2.63  24  exp.,  SI 6.95  36  exp.  one  to  two  days 

^Develop  Only  BAV  Film  (35mm) 

$2.75  (No  prints  or  proof  sheet) 

Check  out  our  large  selection  of  black/white  film, 
darkroom  supplier  used  cameras  and  lenses, 
assorted  egroera  accessories,  color  photofinishing. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  St.  641-8396 

10-5:30  M-F  11-5  Sat 
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Robert  Leaver 


Round  World 
Music  Review 


Ali  Faiica  Toure  Niafunke 


Mali  Roots  Man 

By  Greg  Landau 

Mali  was  the  heart  of  the  vast 
Manding  Empire  and  the  ancient 
trade  routes  between  the  Arab 
world  and  West  Africa  run  through  her 
sandy  soil  like  so  many  rivers  run  dry.  She 
has  given  birth  to  some  of  Africa’s  most 
famous  musicians  such  as  singers  Salif 
Keita  and  Oumou  Sangare.  Now,  after  a 
five-year  hiatus  Malian  mojo  man  Ali 
Farka  Toure  brings  his  deep-rooted  music 
to  us  in  a new  recording.  Niafunke  - named 
after  the  village  where  he  lives  as  a gentle- 
man farmer  on  the  edge  of  the  Sahara. 

His  first  recordings  were  done  in 
France  in  the  eighties  but  his  traditional 
acoustic  styling  didn’t  catch  fire  in  the 
Parisian  world  of  Afro-Pop.  I happened  to 
see  his  ftrst  show  in  England  when  he 
played  at  a small  obscure  club  in  North 
London.  His  talent  and  grace  were  evident 
to  all  as  he  woiked  magic  on  a cheap  bat- 
tery powered  electric  guitar  with  a built  in 
speaker  - no  need  for  electricity  to  play!  A 
percussionist  who  sat  on  a huge  calabash 
gourd  that  he  played  with  his  hands  and 
sticks  was  his  only  accompaniment.  The 
audience  was  a veritable  ‘who’s  who’  of 
the  British  world  and  folk  music  industry. 

People  thought  they  had  discovered 
the  roots  of  the  blues,  however,  upon  fur- 
ther interviews  it  was  revealed  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  traditional  music  from  Mali  he 
also  listened  to  John  Lee  Hooker.  It  was 
assumed  that  since  he  came  from  a remote 
village  without  electricity  in  Mali  he  had 
not  heard  the  blues.  Further  surprising  the 
purists  Toure,  who  performed  his  show  in 
traditional  clothing,  was  uiunistakably 
seen  on  the  dance  floor  the  following  night 
resplendent  in  a full  tuxedo  and  dancing  to 
Los  Van  Van  like  a veteran  salseio. 

Shortly  thereafter  Nick  Gold  of  World 
Circuit  (producer  of  Buena  Vista  Social 
Club)  recorded  Toure ’s  first  major  release, 
The  River.  The  album,  which  featured 
guest  spots  by  some  Oltic  musicians,  sent 
Toure  on  his  way  to  stardom  as  both 
African  rootsman  and  virtuoso  guitarist. 
He  later  went  on  to  record  The  Source  with 
guest  musician  Taj  MahaL  of  whom  le 
gracefully  said,  “he  has  some  more  to 


learn,”  and  later  the  massively  successful 
album  Talking  Timbuktu  with  guitarist  Ry 
Cooder.  He  toured  all  over  the  world 
receiving  praise.  Here  in  San  Francisco  he 
filled  Great  American  Music  Hall  and  then 
the  Fillmore. 

He  later  decided  to  devote  himself  to 
tending  his  farm  in  the  remote  village  of 
Niafunke.  After  taking  his  music  to  the 
world  he  was  staying  home.  In  order  to 
record  this  album  Nick  Gold  had  to  fly  to 
Mali  and  transport  the  recording  gear  to 
Toure's  home.  They  set  up  in  an  aban- 
doned building  outside  the  village  and 
recorded  Toure  along  with  his  compatriots 
on  electric  and  acoustic  guitars,  percussion 
which  includes  djembe  drumming  along 
with  the  calabash  gourd,  the  one  stringed 
""njarka  violin,”  and  a chorus  including 
several  female  vocalists.  Playing  a mixture 
of  traditional  songs  and  improvisations 
they  recorded  around  Toure’s  schedule 
miming  between  rice  fields,  village,  and 
“studio.” 

The  result  is  the  natural  sound  of 
Toure  recording  exactly  what  he  wants  in  a 
comfortable  setting.  The  fluid  rapid  guitar 
lines  are  grounded  with  subtle  percussion 
elevated  by  the  introduction  of  the  djembe 
dmm.  The  mournful  violin  takes  on  voices 
ranging  from  a gentle  flute-like  sound  to  a 
sharper  harsher  tone.  Toure’s  gentle  voice 
sings  with  authority  while  the  chorus  is  the 
real  soul  of  the  singing  and  wraps  the 
songs  like  layers  of  mudcloth  The  songs 
implore  people  to  remember  their  historv 
with  pride,  remind  them  of  their  obliga- 
tions to  family  and  society,  and  praise  the 
virtues  of  patience  and  hard  work.  This 
recording  successfully  catches  the  master- 
ful and  confident  voice  of  a virtuoso  who 
knows  where  he  comes  from  and  what  he 
wants  to  say. 

Free  Event!  Oumou  Saogaie  brings 
her  amazing  voice  and  music  from  Mali  to 
Stem  Grove  along  with  the  Women  of 
Spirit  program  Sunday,  July  18  at  2 pm. 

DJ  BabaLoup  (one  of  my  incarna- 
tions) continues  with  Thursday  night  ses- 
sions at  the  Elbo  Room  (647  V^encia); 
Mazacote  performs  July  8;  Oaktown 
Irawo,  featuring  Jesus  Diaz  and  Greg 
Landau  perform  July  IS;  Asabache 
appears  on  July  22,  and  Jesus  Diaz  & QBA 
perform  July  29.  All  shows  stait  at  10  pm 
For  more  information  call  (415)  255-84 1 1 . 


Cafe  / Restaurant 

FOOD  & FANTASY  OF  SPAIN 
Home  of  3(H)ANORI(L)A 

Monday-Thurs^iay:  5:50-10:30  pm  Friday  & Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-40S9 


eSfeSfat^TO 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  reetauranti 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

252-5667 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 


2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 - 5 tv 


Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengslorlff  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant.  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron.  R.D.H. 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


Juana  Alicia 
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Don’t  be  fooled  by  other  framing  stores’  discount  coupons! 
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Fine  Custom  Framing  & Gallery 

Expert  Piaure  Framing 
That  Works  with 
Your  Art! 
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&eve\ed 
Mirror 
5a  le 

24”  X 36” 

♦3995 


$3999 


Framing  Saie 

While  You  Wait 
Framing  Special 

Up  to  24"  X 36" 
lnciu<ics  framtf,  mounting,  wire  & hooks. 
Motal  Frames  only.  Mon^iay  thru  Friday  only. 
Limit  2 per  customer.  Offer  expires  Aug.  3, 1999. 


The  Largest  Selection  of 
Readymade  Frames 
in  San  Francisco 
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934  Valencia  @ 20th  St*  **Still  the  Best  Framing  in  San  Francisco!” 

frames@back2picture.com  Telephone:  (415)  826-2321  www.back2picture.com 
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COOINIA  ^EKKAM 

AT  OU  R MEXICAN  CRI  LL$ 

SSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER 


17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 

431-3351 


3071  16TH  ST.  - SF 
864-8840 


